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Attempts to propagate the sofpel 
pr sd ae Idioms in aa 
England and parts adjacéut? ; 

Set ‘ 

To tHe Epitors or tut Con; 

necticut EvanGeritar Mac- 

AZINE. = 

_ GEnTLeEMer, Me 

if is propofed to publifh, in a 

feries of numbers, in your val- 
uable Magazine, as far as neceffa- 
ty documents can be colleéted, An 

Hiftorical Account of the at- 

tempts nade in former, and fuc- 

ceeding timies, to propagate the 
gofpel among the Indians in New- 

England, and parts adjacent, or 

not very remote—Of the fuccefs 

which has attended the éndeavors 
of the Mifhionaries among many of 
the tribes, together with the want 
of fuccefs among others ; with 
fome, at leaft; of the probable cau- 
fes—Theftateof the Chriftianized 
churches, and congregations, in 
various periods, as far as can be 
afcertained, ftom the foundation 
of the firft of them, about the 
middle of the feventeenth century, 
down to the prefent day. 

To which may be fubjoined, 
fome thoughts upon civilizing the 

Ver. Il. No. 8. 


—+ 
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heathen, ‘in Connexion with gofpel. 
izing thei ; wnt, Aayilves 
_. The hiftorical part will be abrid- 
ged and’ compiled from’ ,vartous 
publication$ done by writers of in- 
“formation and ability ; and exhib- 
ited, as Tag as may ba praticabie 
and convenient;. ip. ¢hronalogical 
order. An ‘epitomé of the life 
and.charaéter of the moft diftin- 
guifhed Miffionaries, will be’ inclu- 
ded in the work. 

A general compilation of this 
kind has not, as far as’ we can 
learn, been exccuted; and partic- 
ular accounts, refpecting the prop- 
agation of Chriftianity among the 
Indians, lie fcattered in many 
books ; fome of which, particular- 
Jy the ancient ones,. are. very 
fcarce; and probably may not 
have been feen and read by one in 
very many at the prefent day. 

tt may be ufeful to many, and 
very grateful in particular to pious 
perfons (provided the work fhall 
be tolerably executed) to have a 
brief colleétion made from feveral 
writers in different ages, who have 
given an account of what was with- 
in their obfervation, or came to 
their knowledge ; we may add, 





that fuch a collection may be of 
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fervice to young mifhonaries : The 
experience of their predeceffors, 
fome of whom had labored dong 
in this moft benevolent employ- 
ment, may, being thus publifhed, 
fuggeft fome thoughts to them, 
which, carried into praétice, may 
greatly promote the defign they 
have in view. 

By the fpecimen of the perform. 
ance I now fend, and fubmit to 
your infpe@tion, you will judge, 
Gentlemen, whether it is done in 
fuch a manner, as to have a proba- 
ble tendency to promote the gene- 
ral intereft you have in your eye, 
in the ufeful Magazine of which 
you are Editors, and will be ac- 
ceptable to the body of your sead- 
ers: Uf it meet your appro- 
bation, the compiler will endeavor 
to proceed in the work, as falt as 
his health and other circumftances 
fhall permit ; if otherwife, let & 
be fuppreffed, and fomething more 
valuable be fubftituted in the place 
fr might otherwife have held. 

Tam, Gentlemen, 

Your friend and fervant, 
LUCELLUS. 


CHAPTER I. 


Concerniag the labors of the family 
of Mayhew to propagate the gof- 
pel among the Indians, particu- 
larly oa Martha’s-Vineyard. 


INTRODUCTION. 


IT may be proper to premife, 
*¢ That on the roth day of O&o 
ber, 1641, James Foret, agent 
for the earl of Stirling, grants to 
Thomas Mayhew of Watertown 
in the colony of the Maffachufetts, 
and Thomas Mayhew his fon, 
Nantucket and two {mall iftands ad- 
jacent ; and on the 23d day of the 
fame month, Martha’s-Vineyard 
and Elizabeth iflands ; and agree- 


ableto the opinion ef that dav, ' 
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| grants the fame powers of govern- 


ment, which the Maffachufetts 
ige enjoyed by their charter: 

r. Mayhew was called Govern. 
or of the iflands. The grant of 
the foil of thefe iflands could not 
vacate the right of the Indian Sa 
chems, and proprictors’.* Ac 
cordingly the Englith fettlers, at 
an early period, purchafed land of 
one of the Sachems. Rev. Ex- 
perience Mayhew gives this ac- 
count. ‘ ‘T’awanquatuck was the 
chief Sachem on the eaft end of 
Martha’s-Vineyard, where the 
Englith firft fettled in 1642.” 

“ He was, as Lhave been in- 
formed, willing to Jet the Englith 
have land to fettle on; but feveral 
of his council, or chief men, be- 
ing much againft his felling any 
land to thefe new comers; he, to 
quiet them, gave feveral parts of 
his Sachemdom to them ; and then 
fold to the Englith a confiderable 
part of what he referved to himfelf, 
to make that fettlement on, now 
called Edgartower”’.t And Gov. 
Hutchinfon, writing near the mid- 
dle of the la{t century, obferves, 
“ I fuppofe, moft of the prefent 
inhabitants and proprietors, derive 
their titles from Indian geants pof- 
terior to the grant made to Lord 
Stirling, or to that made by his 
agent to Mr. Mayhew, and his 
fon.” 

The family of Mayhew, from 
the early days of the fettle- 
ment of New-England, has been 
noted for their zeal and diligence 
in propagating the gofpel among 

Tt is worthy of par- 


ihe Indians. 
pens notice, that mifhionaries of 


five fucceflive generations inclufive, 
have labored in this = 
work, and all held in great eftcem. 


* Gov. Hutchinfon’s Hift. of Me! 
{echufetts, V. I. 


+ Mayhews Indian converts, p- $0 
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Thofé in public ftations in the 
church (for of them chicfly out 
fubjeét leads us to fpeak) were ef- 
teemed men of diftinguifhed men- 
tal abilities, of found judgment, 
and umaffeéted piety. Neither | An honorary degree (a thing 
credulity, fuperftition, nor enthu- | very unufual at that day) was con- 
fiafm were characteriftics of the | ferred upon this gentleman in the 
family. Werather mention this in | year 1723, by the overfeers of 
our introduétion, as we fhall make | Harvard College, which was an 
much ufe of their writings in coms | evidence of the judgment they 
piling the hiftory of the Vineyard | formed of his learning and merit. 


Indians. | He lived to a very advanced age, 


Rev. Experience Mayhew, fa- | atid fupported to the laft, an artia- 
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tofore conveyed ints the world, 
and found a favorable reception : 
And, in thofe narratives, we agiin 
fay, his truth may be relied upon, 
and his fidelity is irreproachable.” 





perintendent of the Indian church- 
es and congregations on Martha’s- 
Vineyard, from whofe writings we 
thall make many extracts, was 


| 
; 
| 
' 
! 
' 
' 
' 
| 
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ble and excellent chata@er. He 
was, for more than 60 years (as 
oné of his foris lias publifhed to 
the world) a preacher of the gof- 


highly valued by his contempora- | pel to the Indians on Martha’s- 


ries: The affociated minifters of 
Bofton, Dr. C. Mather, Dr. 
Colman, Dr. Sewall, Mr. Prince, 
and the other paftors of the con- 
gregational churches there, in the 
year 1726, givehim this honora- 
ble teftimonial, in their atteftation 
prefixed to his book, containing 
an account of the converfion of 
many of the Indians, viz. ‘* The 
author of this hiftory, Mr. Ex- 
perience Mayhew, is a perfon of 
iconteftable veracity. He was 
born and bred in the midft of the 
Indians ; and has been all along 
intimately acquainted with oecur- 
rences among them, and isa def- 
cendant from anceftors, that, for 
feveral generations, have laudably 


Several things written by 








Vineyard, employed by the com- 
rhifioners of the London Sociéty 
for propagating the gofpel in New- 
England, and the parts adjacent in 
America. 

He was born, January, 1673 ; 
began to preach to the Indians, 
March, 1694; atid died abéat 
the year 1754, of 1755, aged 81 
or82 years. He left an extel- 
lent charaéter, and farndry valua- 
ble compofures in print, which 
were evidences of a judicious 
mind, and pious heart. 


SECTION Tf. 


On the miffonary labors of the Rev. 
Thomas Mayhew, jun. 


> 
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done their partsin gofpelizing them. | Of his preat benevolence, zeal and "i 
He is a judicious, faithful, con-| diligence——-The way he took at Ph 
{tant preacher of the gofpel to} firft to lay a foundation for a i 
them ; and on the weak days, as| Chriftianity among the natives ; 4 fs 
well as on the Lord’s days, he is | and of tlie fubfequent methods a 
an unwearied worker with God, he niade ufe of to carry on the jig 
and for Him among them.| work; and the affiftance he re- ee 
Among all the inftruments of the | ceived from the firft Indian con- i fe 
goed work, which brings the In- vert, the riemorable Hiacoomes 1 5 
dians into the Kingdom of God,| —Of his felf-denial, and the BY f 
he oe as one of the fir? mag- hardships he endured in the im- a . 
nitude. " 


him, have, by the prefs, been here- 


portant bufinefs of gofpelizing 
the Indians—What tended to 
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ebftrag the propagation of 
Chriftianity among the Indians 
—What conduced to remove 
the obftacles—Of Mr. May- 
hew’s fuccefs at different peri- 
ods in bringing the natives to 
the knowledge and profeffion of 
the Chriftian faith—Of the 
method he took to fettle civil 
order, and fome degree of gof- 
1 difcipline among the Indians 
by their exprefs defire—Who 
and how qualified thofe were 
who were efteemed Chriftians— 
OF the moral and religious con- 
duét of the Indians, who pro- 
feffed Chriftianity under the 
miniftry of Mr. ae aa and 
his fucceffors—On his fetting 
fail for England to folicit help 
jn carrying on the good work 
he had begun—Of his prema- 
ture death, and the pungent 
grief it excited in Mr. Eliot, 
and others; and very particu- 
Jarly in the minds of thofe In- 
dians, whom he had been an in- 
ftrument of converting to the 
Chriftian faith—Some traits of 
his character by the Rey. Hen- 
ty Whitefield. 2 


IN 1642, Thomas Mayhew, 
Efgq. fends his orly fon, Mr Thom- 
as Mayhew, jun. with a few oth- 
er perfons, to fettle at Martha’s- 
Vineyard. This young gentle- 
man was about 21 years of. age, 
when he firft took up his refidence 
on the ifland. He was favored 
with a good education—was ef- 
teemed a perfon of very good men- 
tal powers, and was viewed asa 
man of real and diftinguifhed piety. 

Soon after his fettlement at this 
place, his father removed to it, 
and became the governor of the 
ifland. 

The fmall plantation of Eng- 
hth, fenfible of the worth of Mr. 
Mayhew, jun. and fatisfied with 
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his qualifications for the work of 
the miniftry, foon called him to 
this. fervice. 

But his Englith congregation 
being then but fmall, he was earn- 
eftly defirous of being more ex- 
tenfively ufeful. With great com- 
paflion he beheld the natives, con- 
fifting of feveral thoufands on this 
and the adjacent iflands, perifhing 
in utter ignorance of the true God 
and eternal life ; laboring under 
ftrange delufions ; worthipping for 
Deities creatures of their own im- 
agination, or of that of their an- 
ceftors ; and in fuch a miferable 
fituation as the apoftle reprefents 
the Ephefians befbre their conver- 
fion,—* Without Chrift, being al- 
iens from the commonwealth of If- 
racl, and ftrangers from the Cove- 
nants of promife, having no hope, 
and without God in the world.” 

It muft be fpoken to the lafting 
honor of Mr. elven. that he fo 
early, and diligently thought upon 
this queftion, “ Whatcan be donein 
order to the falvation of the mife- 
rable Indians,”” whom he, with 
compaffion, faw perifhing for lack 
of vifion—that he began fo foon, 
after his fettlement on the Ifland, 
to make attempts to bring them to 
an acquaintance with the gofpel. 
His heart was in the work ; and 
we fhall obferve in the fequel, that 
he purfued it with unremitting dil- 
igence, and fervent zeal. 

He firft endeavors to gain fome 
acquaintance with them, and bya 
friendly behaviour to conciliate 
their affections. 

That he might be more pfeful to 
them on fpiritual accounts ¢/pecially, 
as well as for other reafons, he foon 
fet himfelf to Jearn their language, 
and with diligent application be- 
came a good matter of it.—He 
was fenfible, that it was of great 
confequenceto become wellacquain- 


‘ted with it, that he might more ef- 
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feftually teach them Chriftianity, 
and have a fairer profpectof fuccefs. 
Every one muft be fenfible, that 
he judged wifely in this matter. 

It was doubtlefs then, as well as 
now, difficult to obtain interpreters 
with requifite qualifications, men, 
who are not oaly well acquainted 
with both languages,and havequick- 
nefs of thought and ready utter- 
ance ; but perfons of prudence, of 
fortitude, and of engaging man- 
ners, by which they may ingratiate 
themfelves with the heathen—per- 
fons of a pious mind, and zeal in 
the caufe—men of an exemplary 
life, and good proficients in facred 
{cience, fo that they will eafily ap- 
prehend the meaning of the in- 
{tru4tor, and communicate his ideas 
readily, clearly, and with precifion. 

However, on fuppofition fuch 
interpreters could be obtained, 
(not to mention the expence of 
fupporting them) yet it mult. be 
obvious to all, that religious in- 
firuétions cannot be given to fo 
good advantage in this way, as by 
an immediate addrcfs by a well 
qualified Miflionary, who is compe- 
tently acquainted with the language 
of thofe, whom he is teaching. 
In the former method doétrinal 
knowledge will, in a comparative 
view, be gained but flowly. ‘There 
is greater danger that the fpeaker 
will be mifunderftood in the for- 
mer, than in the latter way. Be- 
fides the Indian language is faid to 
be deftitute of many terms, by 
which fome of the peculiar doc- 
trines of Chrillianity could be di- 
rectly communicated ; and it re- 
guires particular fkill, and attention 
in a miflionary to convey tolerably 
jult ideas concerning thefe points. 
An underflanding of the language 
of his hearers muft evidently be 
ef particular benefit in this cafe. 

It may be added, that when the 
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Indians afk queffions, as has been 
cuftomary after the fermon, and 
public prayers are finithed, the 
preacher will be under fuperior ad- 
vantages to underftand and anfwer 
them ; and much time may alfo be 
faved in this way. - Mr. David 
Brainerd regretted, that he had not 
been able to gain a better knowl. 
edge of the Indiantongue. And 
Mr. Sergeant, the firft miflionary 
at Stockbridge, found that his ac- 
quaintance with it was ef very great 
ufe to him in his miffion. 

Mr. Mayhew, having acquired 
the neceflary knowledge of the In- 
dian language, immediately applied 
himfelf to the miffionary work. 
He well knew, that it was of the 
utmoft importance, in order to ob- 
tain defired fuccefs, to ingratiate 
himfelf with the natives, and gain 
a paflage to their hearts. He con- 
verfed with them in a pleafing and 
affable manner, by which means he 
wrought himf2!f into their affections 
and thus had the eafier accefs to 
their minds. He treats them ia 
a friendly and condefcending man- 
ner; denies hirnfelf, and does his 
utmoft to oblige and help them. 
He takes all fitting oceafions to in- 
finuate and fhow the fincere and 
tender Jove, and good will he bare 
them : And as he grows in their 
acquaintance and affection, he pro- 
ceeds tocxprefs his great concern 
and pity for their immortal fouls. 
He tells them of their deplorable 
condition under the power of Sa- 
tan, that envious and malicious 
fpirit, who notonly kept them in ig- 
norance of thofeearthly good things, 
which might render their lives in 
this world much more comfortable ; 
but of thofe alfo which might bring 
them to eternal happinefs in the 
world to come ; what a kind and 
powerful God the Englifh ferved, 
and how the Indians might happily 
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come into his favor, and protec- 
tion.* 

Under exifting circumftances, 
Mr. Mayhew deemed it not expe- 
dient, at firft, to make an attempt 
to gain a public audience of the In- 
dians : He was, it feems, either 
coavinced, that he could not fuc- 
ceed, were he to mdke a trial ; or, 
that if he fhould fucceed, it would 
not fubferve the caufe fo well, at 
that time, as other meafures. He 
therefore applies himfelf to the 
work with great diligence and zeal 
in more private ways ; hoping, that 
after fome time, his {phere of ac- 
tion, and ufefulnefs reight be en- 
larged, as, to his great encourage- 
ment, he afterwards found. Some- 
times he goes to particular houfes 
of perfons, whom he efteemed 
moft rational and candid ; at other 
times he difcourfed with particu. 
lar men. 

The firft Indian, who embraced 
the motion of forfaking the falfe 
Gods, and adoring Jehovah, was 
Hiacoomes : His converfion was 
in 1643.¢ This Indian, living 
near the Englith fettlement, form- 
ed an acquaintance withthem ; and 
being a man of a fober, thoughtful, 
and ingenuous fpirit, he not only 
vifited their hovfes ; but alfo their 
public, and religious meetings ; at 
which time Mr. Mayhew took 
particular notice of him ; difcour- 
fed often with him ; invited him 
to his houfe every Lord’s day eve- 
ning ; gave him a clear account of 
the nature, rcafonablenefs, and im- 
portance of the Chriftian faith; 
and by the energy of the divine 
Spirit, he was quickly brought to 


*"Matthew Mayhew’s triumphs of 
grace. 

+ Governor Hutchinfon obferves— 
“ The firf inflance of an Indian, who 
gave any hopes of becoming a real Chrif- 
tian, was that of Hiacoomes—Hitt. 
Mafs. Vol. 1, p. 161. 
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a firm and refolute adherence to it, 
notwithftanding thofe many trials 
he experienced in confequence of 
his profefhon, which would have 
fhaken the conftancy of one, who 
was not rooted and grounded in 
the faith. 

Mr. Mayhew having, by the 
blefing of God upon his pious en- 
deavors, gained Hiacoomes; he 
firft employs him as a faithful in- 
{trument to prepare his way to the 
reft of the natives ; inftructing him 
more, and more in this new reli. 
gion ; and fhowing him how to re. 
commend it to them, and to an- 
fwer their arguments, and objec. 
tions againft it. 

And as Mr. Mayhewendeavored 
the good of thefe heathens, by dif- 
courfing with as many as were wil. 
ling to have any conference with 
him ; fo with Hiacoomes in par- 
ticular, whom he from time to 
time, earneftly defired to communi- 
cate the knowledge, which he had 
received, to thofe, whom Mr, 
Mayhew could not fo eafily meet 
with. Thusthey united their coun- 
fels—wrought together, and by 
the blefling of God, foon gained 
fome others. 

After a little while, Mr. May- 
hew had the pleafure to obferve 
happy confequences refulting from 
thefe private interviews, which he, 
and his faithful friend Hiacoomes, 
had with the natives. 

And he perfifted in thefe pious 
attempts to gofpelize the heathen, 
till a way was opened for addref- 
fing them in public inthe year 1646, 
the occafion of which will be re- 
lated in the fequel. 

As foon as Mr. Mayhew had 
once entered upon his public fervi- 
ces, he found his labor, and hard- 
fhips to increafe ; and that he had 
greater need of felf- denial than 
before. 

He redoubles his diligence—is 
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inceflant in his pious endeavors. 
He does not Spare his body either 
by day, or by night. He readily 
travels and lodges in their fmoky 
wigwams; and chearfullyfubmits to 
felf-denial, and fach hardthips to 
which heretoforehe was a ftranger. 

His way in public then was, by 
preaching a lecture every fortnight, 
to which both men, women, and 
children came. He Grft prayed, 
then preached, then catechifed, 
then fang a pfalm, and all in their 
own language. After fermon, he 
generally {pent more time than in 
the fermon itfelf ; reafoning with 
them in a more familiar manner, 
anfwering their queftions, removing 
their deubts, filencing their cavils, 
and refolving cafes put to him. 

Every Saturday morning hecon- 
fers with Hiacoomes more private- 
Jy about his fubje& matter of 
preaching to the natiyes on both 
parts of the following day ; Mr. 
Mayhew directing himin thechoice 
of his text, and in the manage- 
ment of it. 

When abroad upon his mifhon, 
and obliged to lodge in their wig- 
wams, he ufually fpent a confide- 
rable portion of the night, partly 
in relating the ancient hiftories in 
the holy {criptures, a fubje& with 
which the natives were at firft great- 
ly furprized, and not a little en- 
tertained ; and partly in difcourf- 
ing upon fuch other topics, as he 
judged moft conducive to promote 
their benefit : He particularly pro- 
pofes to their confideration, fuch 
things, as he thinks requifite m the 
firft place: He fairly folves their 
fubtle objections ; and tells them 
that they might plainly fee, that 
it was purely in good will to them, 
from whom he could expeét no re- 
ward, that he {pent fo much time, 
and pains, and endured fo much 
cold and wet, fatigue and trouble. 

For feveral years the gofpel 
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7 
made bat flow pragrefs among the 
natives. Mr. Mayhew, as well 
as other mifhionaries, before and 
fince, found many obftacles. Va- 
rious things tended to obftruét the 
good work. 

The Indians, in common with 
other Heathens, mult be fuppo- 
fed to have been prejudiced in fa- 
vor of, and firmly attached to the 
religion, ip which they had been 
educated. ‘* All men have natu- 
rally a veneration for the religion 
of their anccftors; and the pre- 
judices of education in a_falfe re- 
ligpion are commonly infuperable 
without the extraordinary grace of 
God.’ ‘ Hath a nation changed 
her Gods, whichare yetno Gods.’’* 

They would reafon, as many in 
heathen countries had done before 
them; ‘“* Shall we forfake the 
Gods, whom our forefathers, from 
time immemorial have worfhipped, 
Gods who have been kind to us, 
for a ftragge God, utterly unknown 
to us Shall we abandon a reli- 
gion, which our anceftors embra- 
ced ?—A religion venerable for 
antiquity—a religion, which ap- 
proves itfelf to our minds: Shall 
we forfake this for one to which we 
areentire ftrangers, which is bronght 
tous by foreigners, with whofe 
charaéter we are not fufficiently ac- 
quainted ; and who, for ought we 
can tell, may have fome fnifler 
end in view, in propofing to us to 
receive it ;and may not, in the leaft 
degree, have our good at heart? 

« Thus many ftood ftrongly for 
their own meetings, ways, and cuf- 
toms, as being in their account 
much more advantageous and a- 
greeable, than ours, in which, as 
they faid, there is nothing but pray- 
ing, and talking, and this, in a 
manner toe fill and fober for them. 

This attachment to their own 
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religion was a general obftacle, and 
a very powerful one, which it was 
extremely difficult to remove. 
Another great impediment was 
the oppofition made by the 5a- 
chems. Like molt princes, in 
the early times of the gofpel, they 
-would net give any countenance to 
that new religion, which was pro- 
pofed to them; on the contrary, 
they ufed ftrenuous endeavors to 
prevent their fubjeéts from embra- 


cingit. Almoft all of them, and of | 


their otherchief men, either openly, 
or privately oppofed it. The Sa- 
chems feemed to fear, that if their 
fubjeéts fhould receive the gofpel, 
their own authority would be di- 
minifhed—that Chrifhianity migkt 
intraduce fome great revelution in 
the government to their detriment 
-—that they, who were for intto- 
ducing Chriftianity among them, 
mught have it in contemplation: to 
overturn their civil, as well as _re- 
licrous polity. 
of the people ftood in awe of their 
princes ; 
counteracting their will ; And their 
example muit be fappofed to have 
no {mall influence ; as nothing is 
more cbvious, than that the exam- 


ples of men in power, and other | 


diltingtions, have much fway over 
the minds of their infcriors and de- 
pendents. It required no fmall 
degree of faithand fortitude to break 
thro’ this obftacie.* 

Ridicule was aifo tried upon the 
new converts, particularly upon 
Hiacoomes. 
dread, almoft as much as fire and 
fword. ‘This is-a weapon, upon 
which infidels, in all ages, from 
the firft date of Chriftianity, down 
to the times of lord Shaftefbury, 
Thomas Paine, and others of a 


* Matthew Mayhew, triumph’s of 


grace—Indian Converts, p. 2, 3, 77, 
283. 


Attempts to Chrijtianize the Indians. 


The lower grades | 


and were much afraid of | 


[Fes. 


fimilar turn of mind refpeting rey- 
elation, have had great depend- 
Thefe untutored Indians 
/were not unacquainted with the 
| force of it. They affaulted Hia- 
| coomes with this weapon, but, as 
| will appear hereafter, he with fkill 
and dexterity parried it of. They 
i doubtlefs thought, that as he was 
the firit convert among them, the 
moft {trenuous advocate for Chrif. 
tianity inthat {mall number, who 
had embraced it, and very zealous 
jin propagating its as far as in his 
| power ; if, by ridicule, they could 
drive him to renounce it, others, 
lefs firm, and Jefs eftabliflied in 
this new religion, might follow his 
example ; and the multitudes, 
who {till adhered to their old reli- 
gion, might be deterred from fo 
much as examiningintothe grounds 
of Chriftianity, and giving any en- 
| couragement to thofe who might be 
| defirous of making any further ef- 
| fays to propagate it among them ; 
and fo this feed, which was plant- 
ed only in a few minds, might be 
deftroyed. 

In 1644, Hiacoomes, the year 
after his converfion to Chriftianity, 
went to an Indian’s houfe, where 
feveral of that nation were met to- 
gether : Upon his entrance, they 
lavohed and derided him, “ Here 
comes the Englifbman.”” A Saga- 
more prefent joined with the other 


ence. 





This is what fome | 


Indians, and f{pake in the manner 
following ; “ 1 wonder, that you, 
who are a young man, and have 4 
wife and two children, fhould Jove 
the Englifh, and their ways, and 
forfake the powows”—and he ad- 
ded a diffuafive, drawn from the 
topic of family and perfonal fafe- 
ty ; “* What would you do, if any 
of you were fick ? Whither would 
you go for help ? If I were in your 
cafe, nothing fhould draw me from 
our gods and powows.”’ 





After Mr. Mayhew and Hia- 





1802.) 


coomes were allowed to addrefs 
the natives in public, in the year 
1646, and Mr. Mayhew was de- 
fired by Tawanquatuck, the firlt 
convert among the Sachems, to 
ch ina courfe to his 
people, the infidel Indians deri- 
ded and fcoffed at thofe, who at- 
tended the lefture, and blafphe- 
med the God, whom they wor- 
fhipped, which very much damped 
the fpirits of fome in the way, 
which they were purfuing ; and 
hindered others, fora time, from 
entering into it, or even eafting an 
eye towards it. Such power has 
ridicule over the human mind ! 
Nor were thefe the only imped- 
iments to the fuccefs of the gofpel 
on the ifland: For fo inveterate 
wasthe hatred of fome to Chrif- 
tianity, that, not only was Hia- 





coomes abufed by blows by an ill- 
natured and malicious Sagamore ; 
but even the life of Tawanquatuck 
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On God’s making his own glory his 
laf end. 


Aap term glory, as it relates 
to the Moft High, is fome- 
times ufed, in the holy {criptures, 
to denote the inherent excellency of 
the divine nature ; at others, the 
refpe@ and honor due to his holy 
name. In the former fenfe it ap- 
pears to have been ufed by Mofes, 
when he befought the Lord to hhew 
him his glory: For, the anfwer 
was, “ I will caufe all my goodne/s 
“© to pafs before thee—and the 
“ Lord paffed by before him, 
“and proclaimed, The Lord, 
“ the Lord God, merciful and 
“© gracious.”—In the latter, b 

God himfelf, when he fays, “ 

“ am the Lord ; that is my name, 
“ and my glory will I not give 
“* unto another.”” When the glory 
of God is fpoken of as an end for 
which he may be fuppofed to aQ&, it 


was in great danger by a daring at- | means, either the intrinfic excellen- 
tempt madeto affaflinate him. This | cy of his own nature, or the gani- 
was in the year 1647. Tho’ he | feflations of it—either that, which 
loft not his life, for that was re- | conftitutes the real worth and 
markably preferved ; yet he did | beauty of the divine character ; or, 
notefcape without a wound. The a difplay of it, in its genuine fruits. 
caufe of this murderous attempt | The former is ufually termed the 
was, as the Indians faid, for his | inherent glory of God; the latter, 
eg with the Englifh: And his declarative. 

Mr. Mayhew obferves, thatitwas The inherent glory of God, as 
fuppofed both by them, and the | the term refpeéts his moral charac- 
Englifh, that the Sachem’s for- | ter, confifts in the affection or dif- 
wardnefs for fetting up, and contin- | pofition of his infinite, eternal 
uing the lecture mentioned above, | mind ; the declarative, in the vifi- 
was another thing, which incited | ble, external manifeftations of this 
the wretch to this cruel underta- | affeétion, or difpofition. What the 
king. A regard to perfonal fafety | inherent glory of God is, confift- 
would undoubtedly fo operate up- | ing in the moral difpofition of his 


on Many timorous minds, as to pre- 
vent them, for a feafon, from pay- 
ing attention to the pofpel*. 


(To be continued.) 








* Indian Converts, page 3, and 81. 4 
Vor. II. No. 8, 


eterna! mind, theholy {criptures very 
clearly teach us. The apoftle John 


| tells us, that God is Love. The 
' fame is implied in the name, by 


which God proclaimed himfelf 
before Mofes. This conftitutes 
the whole moral nature of the ever 
bleffed God. The divine, eter- 
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nal mind is wholly made up of 
goodnefs and love. The moral 
character of the infinite God is all 
made up of love. The Lord ex- 
ifts to do good—For purpofes of 
odnefs it is, that he reigns. 

This being the excellent nature 
and difpofition of the divine mind, 
it muft be that his higheft delight 
is in doing good. God’s ownen- 
joyment and happincfs muft be, in 
producing and diffufing happinefs. 
He enjoys the good which he does; 
and enjoys it to an infinitely higher 
degree, than his creatures, who re- 
ceive it. A difpofition to do good, 
rejoices in the good which is done. 
As love feeks, fo it enjoys the hap- 
pinefs of others. It is, therefore, 
the glory of God to do good—to 
do excellent things. In this way 
God feeks his own glory—lIn this 
way, glorifies himfelf. This was 
his motive to create: The famein- 
fluences in his whole government 
of the world. 

For God to make his own glo- 
ry hi8 laft and higheft end, is no 
other, therefore, than to exercife 
an infinitely ftrong difpofition to 
do good ; and, to be primarily and 
principally influenced by it, in the 
whole of his works and adminif- 
tration. In no other light can the 
divine character appear fo excel- 
lent, fo lovely and glorious. For 
God to make his own glory his 
highelt end, naturally and neceffa- 
rily comprifes the greateft good 
and higheit felicity of his moral 
kingdom. Inhis making this his 
higheft end, his own happinefs and 
that of his creatures are united— 
they are fo united, that they can- 
not be feparated from each other. 


God accomplifhes his end only in | his laft and higheft end, is the ful- 


the production of a good, which | 


will fatisfy his own infinite good 
will. In this way he is gloiified, 
and will be glorificd forever. 

If thefe obfervations are juft, 








and this be the fenfe, in which God 
makes his own glory his laft end, 
it will follow, 

1. That it is a moft defirabke 
thing that God fhould make his 
own glory his great and ultimate 
end. This implies, that the high. 
eft felicity of the infinite Being 
himfelf is in doing good. Were 
not the difpofition of the divine 
mind fuch, that his chief and high. 
elt delight is in doing good, what 
reafon have we to fuppofe, that his 
laws would be holy, juft and good? 
And what certain evidence could 
we have, that his government is, 
or will be wifely adminiftercd ? 
Were not this the divine moral 
character—were net this the dif- 
pofition of the Eteraal Mind, what 
reafen could we have to rejoice, 
that the Lord reigns ? But that a 
Being, whofe Jove and good will 
are abfolutely infinite, fhould make 
his own glory his higheft and laf 
end, reprefents his character in the 
moft excellent light, and renders 
him an obje& worthy of the fu- 
preme and higheft love of his crea- 
tures. There is no other or high- 
er end, for which it can be defira- 
ble, that the holy God fhould a&. 
In what can it be defired, that the 
great God fhould more delight, 
than in doing good—in diffufing 
happinefs ? When we confider 
what the moral charaéter of the di- 
vine Being really is, as reprefented 
in the hely f{criptures, we evident- 
ly detraét from it, by fuppofing 
him to be influenced, in his won- 
derful and excellent works, by any 
other, or lower end, than his owa 
glory. 

2. God’s making his own glory 


lett and only fecurity for the bett 
and higheft good of the created 
fyftem. Here, and here only, we 
find evidence, thata good will take 
place adequate to the purpofes of 
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infinite love and good will—a crea- 
ted holinefs and happinefs,in which 
God himfelf will reft fatisfied— 
which will fatisfy the infinitely 
{trong defires of divine, unbounded 
love. We accordingly find it prom- 
ifed to Chrift, that he fhould fee 
of the travail of his foul, and be 
fatisfied.. Could that love, that 
travail of foul, which brought the 
Lord of glory into our world, and 
to the crofs, be fatisfied with a good 
—with a created felicity, which 
might have been exceeded ? Ifin- 
finite power and wifdom and loye 
fail of producing fuch meafures of 
created holinefs and created hap- 
pinefs, as cannot be exceeded ; the 
great and glorious God fails, for 
aught we can fee, of accomplithing 
his laft and higheft end. And, 
failing of this, how can he reft fat- 
isfied in his works, and enjoy com- 
plete and infinite felicity ? 
3. As God makes his own glo- 
try his laft and higheft end, it is 
moft defirable, that he fhould be 
an abfolute fovereign. ‘The fov- 
ereignty of God principally intends 
his being influenced to acts of 
goodnefs purely by the inherent 
goodnefs of his own glorious na- 
ture—taking his motives wholly 
from withia himfelf—his own wif- 
dom alone adopting and dirett- 
ing the meafures for accomplifhing 
the purpofes of his love. Were it 
not that the glorious God is this 
abfolute fovereign, where would it 
have been poflible for him to find a 
motive for faving fianers ! Where, 
but in his own infinite good will, 
could there have been a motive for 
God’s being manife? in flefh—for 
Chrift’s dying, and himfelf becom- 
ing a curfe! Had not the holy 
God been moved to give his only 
begotten Son—had not the _glori- 
ous Redeemer been influenced to 
that humiliating and painful work, 
which lays the only foundation for 
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the recovery of finners, purely by 
the inherent, infinite good will and 
love of the divine nature itfelf ; 
the work of redemption never 
would, or could have been accom- 
plifhed : Nor could finners of man- 
kind ever have been faved. And, 
whatever difpofition might have 
exifted in any one for the falvation 
of finners, had not God’s wifdom 
alone devifed the plan, and chofen 
and directed the meafures for its 
accomplifhment, we mutt, all, in- 
fallibly have perifhed forever. It 
is infinitely beft, that the unerring 
wifdom of God fhould alone direé 
the meafures for accomplifhing 
fuch good, as his own infinite love 
alone can incline him to accom- 
plifh. What can be more defira- 
ble, than that fuch a Being as the 
Lordis fhould be an abfolute fov- 
ereign! Confidering the moral 
charaéter, and the infinite perfec- 
tion of God, what more precious 
doétrine, than that of his abfolute 
fovereignty ! Who, that is a friend 
to the greateft good, can unders 
ftandingly be an enemy to it ! 

4. It is eafy to fee that, had 
there not been fuch fallen, finfal 
creatures as we are, there would 
have been no opportunity for a dif- 
covery of fuch infinite ftrength of 
divine love and good will, as evi- 
dently appear in the recovery and 
falvation of finners.——Creatures 
would have had no advantage to 
fee, that the divine Being poffeffes 
fuch treafures of good will, as to 
be influenced to fuch wonders of 
goodnefs——infinitely undeferved 
goodnefs, by nothing but the mere 
infinite benevolence of his own 
heart! That glorious fovereignty, 
which implies felf-moving infinite 
goodnefs—a difpofition to do good, 
for the pleafure of doing oe 
the greateft pofhible and the mo 
undeferved good, for the fake of 
the delight there is in doing it, 
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never could have been feen in its 

lory, had there not been fuch in- 
Foitely unworthy and ill-deferving 
objects as we are, toward whom 
it may be difplayed, and on whom 
it may operate. 

- If God’s own glory be his 
aft and higheft end, and if his 
goodne/s is his glory, it might rea- 
fonably be expected, thathe make 
fome monuments of his juft and 
everlafting difpleafure. Should the 
infinitely good God make no dif- 
tinétions among mankind, having 
mercy on whom he will have mer- 
cy ; how apt would creatures be 
to fuggeft, that there were other 
motives for the good which he 
does to finners, than thofe by which 
he-defigns to make it appear he is 
folely influenced—other reafons, 
than the fupreme delight, which 
the infinite God has in doing good! 
Without fuch a diftin@ion, how 
could that glorious fovereignty, 
which is the higheft evidence of 
infinite, incomprehenfible love, ever 
have been feen and enjoyed | 

God is fo ordering things, and 
will forever fo difpofe them, as to 
exhibit the brighteft evidence, that 
he is goodnefs itfelf—pure, infinite 
goodnefs and love. This is God’s 
great end—This is to att for his 
own plory—This is his wife and 
glorious foyereignty. And what 
abundant reafon have all creatures 
to rejoice, that God makes his 
own glory his laft end—That fuch 
a Being is a fovereign and will glo- 
rify himfelf—his own great and 
excellent name !—To rejoice in a 
glory and fovercipnty to do g00d— 
the moft and greateft good! In- 
finitely greater will be the felicity 
of his moral kingdom, for thefe 
glorious attributes, forever and 
ever. . 

What a beautiful and bleffed 
harmenyis there in the doétrines of 


the word of God } How are they 
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all fitted to make the moft lively 
impreflions, and give the moft ex. 
alted views of the tranfcendent and 
incomprehenfible exeellency of the 
moral character of the glorious 
God ! No one but he, who poffef. 
fes, could have drawn and exhib. 
ited fuch a charaéter !—-a charac- 
ter fo infinitely friendly to the 
greatelt good of the univerfe ; and, 
which fo certainly and perfedily fe. 
cures it! In contending with thofe 
dogtrines, which reprefent the 
Lord as an abfolute fovereign, ever 
acting for his own glory, why is it 
not evident, not only that we op. 
pofe our own greateft and beit 
good, but that we are enemies to 
God’s higheft and moft excellen; 
felicity, and the greateft good of 
the moral fyftem ! 


To tHe Epitors oF tHe Con. 
NECTICUT EVANGELICAL Mac. 
AZINE. 


ONE of your correfpondents 
has requefted an explanation of 1 
Peter, iv. 6. * For, for this caufe 
“ was the gofpel preached alfo to 
“them that are dead, that they 
* might be judged, according to 
“© men, in the flefhs; but live, ac- 
* cording to God, in the fpirit.” 
If the following attempt to explain 
the difficult paflage fhould appear 
to reflect any light upon it, you are 
requefted to publifh it. 


THINK the phrafe to them 
that are dead, or, to the dead, 
as the original word is ftridtiy ren- 
dered, is tobe taken literally, in- 
tending thofe who had finifhed their 
courfe on earth, and not metaphor- 
ically, intending thofe who were 
fpiritually dead, or dead in. fin. 
I incline to this opinion for the fol- 
lowing reafons. 
1. The words immediately pre- 
ceding ** Who fhall give account 
“to him thatis ready to judge the 
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conftruétion; there, the word 
rendered the dead is the fame as in 
the paflage in queftion, and is evi- 
dently ufed in its literal fenfe, and 
it would be arbitrary, unlefs the 
{cope of the writer plainly required 
it, to depart from the literal mean- 
ing of the word, in explaining the 
paflage. In thofe words of our 
Saviour * Let the dead bury their 
dead,” the fenfe requires a varia- 
tion in the meaning of the word 
dead, itis firft ufed metaphorically, 
and then diterally : But here, the 
fenfe does not appear to require a 
variation. On the contrary, the 
confideration, that Chrift was ready 
to judge the dead, as well as the 
living, naturally led the apoftle to 
point out the general defign of the 
preaching of the gofpel with ref- 
pect to all, in every age, and un- 


. der every difpenfation, from the 


beginning, as well as to thofe, who 
were then living, and on whom the 
ends of the world were come. 

2. The word alfo, which is ef- 
fential in the tranflation, fapports 
the fame conftruétion ; “ For this 
“ caufe was the gofpel preached 
“' alfo to the dead”’ ; the phrafe is 
elliptical, the correlative part is rot 
etprefied, but clearly underftood. 

e fentence completed would 
ftd thus. “ For this caufe was 
“< he gofpel preached alfo to the 
“dead, as it is to the living.” 
Nox it is evident, that in fuch a 
connéition the term Jiving mutt 
ftand tireGly oppofed to the term 
dead, hey muft be taken both lite- 
rally, \r both metaphorically ; if 
metaphorically, the fentence would 
ftand ttys. For this caufe was the 
gofpel peached to the fpiritually 
dead, aswell asto the {piritually 
alive ; OF, more fimply, to finners 
as well asto faints, that they might 
be judged, &c, but there feems to 


be no goodreafon, in this view of | 
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the words, for difcriminating thefe 
oppofite charaéters, becaufe the 
end of preaching the gofpel expref, 
fed in the words that a = be 
judged, &c. whatever may be their 
meaning, is the fame with refpea& 
to both ; and the fentiment would 
have been better expreffed in gen- 
eralterms. Tor this caufe was the 
gofpel preached to men that they 
might be judged, &c. but if the 
term be taken literally, it will ex- 
prefs, in a word, what is illuftra- 
ted and dwelt on, in the epiftle to 
the Hebrews, as a matter of 
moment, that the gofpel has been 
preached, though under types and 
faadows, under all former difpen- 
fations, from the beginning, and 
that its defign was ever the fame. 

3. The verb was preached in 
the paft indefinite, which is cor- 
rectly rendered from the original, 
is proper, if the exprefhon the 
dead be taken literally, but not fo 
if taken metaphorically ; for, in 
that cafe, the fentiment would be 
better expreffed, in the prefent 
tenfe. For this caufe the gofpel is 
preached to dead finners; its im- 
port then would be as extenfive. as 
the fubje& requires, and would ap- 
ply, without limitation, to dead 
finners, in every period of time, 
paft, prefent and to come ; for 
whatever be meant by their being 
judged, &c. it willapply as well to 
all, in every age, as to thofe in 
former ages. 

4 The expreflion in its literal 
fenfe is analogous tothat in the 19th 
verfe of the preceding chapter, 
“ By which alfo he went and 
“ preached unto the fpirits in prif- 
“on,” that is, to the finners of 
the old world, who were in _ prif- 
on, or in the ftate of departed 
fouls, referved unto judgment, at 
the time when the apoltle wrote. 
It is alfo perfeétly fimilar to that in 
Ruth, i. 8. * The Lord deal 
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kindly with you as ye have dealt 
with the dead, that is, with their 
father-in-law, and their hufbands, 
who were dead when Naomi fpake 
the words. The expreflion there- 
fore, in this fenfe, is not folitary, 
and may be faid to be in the man- 
ner of this apoftle. 

I proceed now to confider the 
import of the phrafe “ that they 
“ might be judged, according to 
¢¢ men, in the flefh ; but live ac- 
“ cording to God, in the fpirit.” 

When the apoftle fays, “ For, 
“ for this caufe, was the gofpel 
“ preached,” &c. the caufe is not 
to be fought in what precedes, but 
in what follows ; the words recited 
exprefs the caufe. It is proper to 
remark, that the two members of 
the claufe are perfe@ly contrafted 
with each other, and even the parts 
of thofe members are fo ; that they 
might be judged, and that they might 


live according to men and according 


to God : in the fiefh and in the fpir- 


it. To live, according to God, 
in the fpirit, feems to be the fame 
as to be renewed in holinefs, and, 
in the actinos of fpiritual life, to 
walk according to the will of God. 
To be judged, according to men, 
in the fleth, then, will mean to be 
fentenced and flain by the law, as 
to that depraved nature and evil 
concupifcence which is common to 
men in their fallen ftate, and which 
is enmity againft God ard his Jaw. 

Several ct the divine writers 
give a kind of diftin& perfonality 
to the oppofite principles of fin 
and holincls in men, the finful 
principle or nature is called, the 
old man, or the flefh; and the ho- 
ly principle or nature, produced in 
the new-birth, is called the new 
man, or the fpirit. The former 
is reprefented with refpedct to all 
Chriftians as crucified with Chrift ; 
as buried with him in baptifm ; as 
the man or perfon over whom the 
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law hath abfolute dominion as lon 
as he liveth ; as flaia by the law; 
and as dead to the law by the body 
of Chrift : The latter is reprefen- 
ted as rifen with Chrift; as mar- 
ried to Chrift ; as freed from fin; 
as thefervant of God; as deliy- 
ered from the dominion of the 
law ; it is reprefented as fucceed. 
ing the former in every faint, but, 
during the prefent life, co-exift. 
ing and conflicting withit ; and, 
at death, through the grace of 
Chrift, triumphing. The paflage 
in queftion appears to be of like 
import ; it comprehends, in a 
word, what is diftin@ly illuftrated 
in other parts of the new-tefta- 
ment ; and it may, on the forego- 
ing principles, be thus paraphrafed, 
Yor this end was the good news 
of falvation proclaimed to finners, 
under every difpenfation of grace, 
in the paft ages of the world, as 
well as to thofe now living in the 
days of the gofpel, that the depra- 
ved nature, common to men in 
their fallen {tate, might be fenten- 


| ced and flain by the law, under 
| which it is holden ; and that anew 


and holy nature and life might be 
formed and fupported in thofe, 
whom the proclamation is made. 
That this is the true fenfe of the 
paffage is further evident from tle 
{cope of the apoftle’s reafonirg. 
Fromthe fufferingsof Chriftfor cur 
{ins,mentionéd in the 18th verfe of 
the preceding chapter, theapoftl:be- 
gins this, with an exhortatwn to 
Chriftians to put on the mnd of 
Chrift, as their beft armoir; or 
to imitate his divine temper, in the 
exercife of faith, truft, hove, and 
joy in God, and of meekrefs and 
patiemce under reproachesand fuf- 
ferings, in the caufe of God; and 
for this he urges the furtler reafon, 
that he that hath fuffered athe flefh, 
as Chrift had, and as e/ery Chrif- 
tian has, being crucified vith Chrift, 
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hath ceafed from fin. Chrift ceaf- 
ed from fin, in ceafing to be an of- 
fering for fin, and the Chriftian, in 
crucifying the flefh with its affec- 
tions and lufts; in dying to fin and 
living to God ; and, therefore, he 
ought to arm himfelf with the mind 
of Chrift, in order to maintain a 
confiftency of charafter. He fur- 
ther urges, that having ceafed from 
fin, the Chriftian ought not to live, 
the reft of his time in the world, to 
the lufts of men, but to the will 
of God ; and that the time paft of 
his life may fuffice him to have 
wrought the will of the Gentiles. 
The apoftle having next noticed 
the abufive treatment the Chriftian 
receives from the unbelieving world, 
for refufing to run with them to the 
fame excefs of riot, and the ac- 
count they muft render to him that 
is ready to judge the quick and the 
dead, introduces the words in 
queftion ; by which he fhews that 
mortification of fin, and holinefs 
in heart and life, to which he ex- 
horts Chriftians, are the genuine 
fruit of the gofpel in all thofe who 
hear and embrace it. 
OMICRON. 





To rHe Epirors oF THE Con- 
NECTICUT EVANGELICAL Mac- 
AZINE. 


Pleafe to publifh the follow- 
ing, if you judge it of fufficient im- 
portance. 


A ieee infidelity or a rejec- 
tion of Jefus Chrift, the Son 
of God, either openly and avow- 
edly, or more fecretly, is very 
prevalent, admits not of a doubt. 
And thofe who reje& Chrift, by 
unbelief, very generally flatter 
themfelves, that they love God. 
They profefs high friendthip for 
the Deity, although they reject 
Chrift the Son of God. A quef- 
tion may arife, whether it be not 
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certain, that fuch perfons do de- 
ceive themfelves—whether fuch as 
do not receive and embrace Chrift, 
in his mediatorial character, are net 
juft as far from receiving and lov- 
| ing God ; or whether it be not as 
certain that men rejeét God as 
that they rejeét Chrift, and fo that 
a rejection of Chrift and an athe- 
iftical heart, or rejection of the 
true character of God are always 
united ? It appears to me that the 
facred {criptures do, in avery clear 
and decifive manner, aafwer in the 
affirmative ; that fuch as by unbe- 
lief do rejeét Chrift, in his mediato- 
rial capacity, do reje&t God, and 
fo are, however they may profels, 
really atheifts at heart. We read 
Jobn v. 23. That all men fhould 
Honor the Son even 2s they HONOR 
the Fatusr. He that nonoretH 
wot THE Son, HONORETH NOT THR 
Faruer. On thefe words it may 
be obferved, that in the firft place, 
all men are required to honor the 
Soneven as they honor the Father ; 
that is, in the fame manner, and 
with the fame honors. By the 
Son is undoubtedly meant Jefus 
Chrift, in his mediatorial capacity. 
By the Father is undoubtedly 
meant God, the Father of all.— 
By honoring the one as we do the 
other, can be meant nothing lefs 
than beftowing the fame affection 
and exercifing the fame refpeé to 
one as tothe other. I would ob- 
ferve further, that what is meant 
when it is enjoined on all men, to 
honor the Son even as they do the 
Father, is not, merely, that all 
men fhould honor and treat Chrift 
the Son as they do the Father, but 
to honor him as they ought to hon- 
or the Father—To beftow the 
fame honors on him, and to mani- 
feft the fame refpe& for him that 
they ought to exercife towards the 
Father. When men treat the Son 
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cife the fame love and affection for 
him which they ought to exercife 
towards God the Vather, then 
they will anfwer the demand which 
is made in the verfe above quoted, 
that they fhould honor the Son 
even as they honor the Father. 

It may be obferved further, on 
the paflaze under confideration, 
that all men are not only required 
to honor the Son even as they 
honor the Father, but it is alfe af- 
ferted, that they doin fad treat 
the Son and the Father in the fame 
manner, whatever they may con- 
ceive of their own exercifes For 
it is added, “ He that uoworrtH 
wot THE SON, HONORETH NOT THE 
Farner.” The meaning of which 
muft be this, that he who does 
not receive, love and obey the Son, 
does not receive and acknowledge 
God the Father ; or, he that re- 
jects Chrift does reje& and difown 
the Father alfo. ‘They always go 
together. Men have no more love 
to God the Father, than they have 
to the Son. —This is not only the 
plain language of the words under 
confideration, but the gofpel every 
where proceeds on this idea. A 
man’s character and relation to 
God, is every where determined, 
by the manner in which he treats 
Chrift. If he believes tn him and 
receives him, he is confidered as 
the friend of God. * 'Toas many 
as received him to them gave he 
power tobecome the fons of God.” 
It is further faid, “ Wrosotver 
SHALL RECEIVE ME, RECEIVETH 
HIM THAT SENT MéE.”? On the 
other hand it is faid, “ He teat 
DiSPISHTH Mé, Di SPIStTH HIM 
THAT Sint MF.” It appears clear 
therefore, that the gofpel does 
proceed on the idea, that men do 
really treat the Father juft as they 
treatthe Son. Ifthey receive the 
Son and love him, they alfo re- 
ceive and love the Father. But 
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if they rejeé&t and defpife the Son, 
they reject and defpife God the Fa- 
ther alfo. They are as certainly 
atheifts and rejeétors of God in 
their hearts, as they are unbeliev- 
ers and rejectors of Chrift. It is 
hence we find, that unbelievers in 
Chrift and idolaters are yoked to- 
gether, in Rev. xxi. 8.—And that 
it muft be the cafe, that fuch,as 
reject and difown the Son, do re- 
jet and difown the Father, ap- 
pears very evident, from the few 
following obfervations, which I 
beg leave juft to fuggeft. 

1. The Son has the fame char- 
aéter which the Father has. “ He 
is the brightnefs of his (i.e. the 
Father’s) glory.” ‘The fulnefs of 
the Godhead dwelleth in Chrift. 
Now as the charaéler of Chrift is 
the fame with that of the Father, 
fo thofe who reje& the one will re- 
jeét the other. There muft be the 
fame objections to the one as to the 
other. 

2. The fame thing ts evident, 
as the Father and the Son are uni- 
ted in one andthe fame caufe and 
plan. The hearts of the Son and 
the Father are equally cagaged in 
the work of redemption. A re- 
jection of the Son as mediator muf 
imply a rejection of the Father, as 
being equally concerned in the 
fame work. 

3. The fame thing becomes 
further evident, from this confid- 
eration, that by rejeéting the Son, 
men do as really rejeét the tefti- 
mony of the Father and deny his 
truth, aod make hima liar, as they 
dothe Son. The rejeétor of Chrilt 
practically fays, that there is no- 
thing in his pretences—He is not 
the Son of God nor the faviour of 
men—I will not receive him as 
fuch. Which isas much as to fay, 
that he is an impious impofter ; and 
if fo, he is the moft impious impof- 
ter that ever undertook to im 
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on mankind. Which is as much 
as to fay, that the Father is a liar 
as well as the Son. If there be 
an impofition in the affair, the Fa- 
ther had as high a hand in it as 
the Son. The Father did every 
thing which could be done; to 


teftify, that Chrift was his Son and | 
His mighty | 
power was exercifed in the mira- 
eles Chrift wrought, which are as | 


the Saviour of men. 


well authenticated as any facts can 
be. The Father raifed the Son 
from the dead ; thereby acknow- 
ledging him to be his Son ; which 
is a fact that cannot be reafonably 
queftioned. The Father did, 
therefore, in the moft open and 
public manner atteft the truth of 
Chrift’s pretenfions to being the 
Son of God, and the appointed 
Saviour of men. ‘The fame impu- 
tation, therefore, by a rejection of 
Chrift, falls on the Father as on 

Son. There is equally a de- 
nial of the Father’s truth and ve- 
racity as of Chrift’s. A rejeétion 
of Chrift is as plain a declaration 
that the Father is a liar, as that the 
Sonis. Precifely in this manner 
is the cafe confidered by the apof- 
tle John. “ He that believeth not 
God hath made him a x1ar, becaufe 
he believeth not the recorp, that 
Gop gave of his Son.” A rejec- 
tion of the Son therefore, is always 
attended with a rejeftion of the 
Father ; as it always implies and 
includes in it, a rejection of the 
truth and veracity, both of the 
Father and the Son. 

4. It appears from the tenders 
which the Son makes, that a rejec- 
tion of Chrift the Son, is alfo a 
rejection ofthe Father. The ten- 
der which Chrift the Son makes to 
men, is, of the Father, through 
himfelf as mediator ;——~as the way 
and medium of accefs. The very 
act of rejecting the Son ineludes in 
it a rejetion of the Father. ~ It is 

Vor. IL. No. 8. 
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a dire& declaration, I will not 
have the Father. 

From this view of the cafe it 
appears, that men although they 
may not honor the Son as they 
ought to honour the Father, yet, 
in fact do treat the Father juft as 
they do the Son. If they defpife 
and reject the Son, they certainly 
do defpife and reject the Father 
alfo. . 

A few remarks, which are im- 
portant, may be made on the truth 
above illuftrated. : 

1. One remark is, that the re- 
on of the gofpel evidently 

uppofe, that Jefus Chrift is really 
God as well as nian. 

We are required to horior the 
Son even as we honor the Father. 
To give him the fame room in our 
hearts, and to pay him the fame | 
refpec&t that we do the Father. § 
This neceffarily imiplies his divin- 
ity. That he is confidered as be- 
ing really God ; otherwife he can- 
not be confidered as being worthy 
of the fame honor. 

2. We may remark, why unbe- 
lief in or a rejection of Chrift is 
confidered as being fo very crimi- 
nal as it is in the gofpel. 

It is becaufe it is a rejection of ei 5 
God. It isa refufal to own him— +t 
It is a virtual declaration that God oi if 
is aliar; and a refufal to receive bie! ge 
and acknowledge Him. Bae 

; 
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3. We fee from what has been 
faid, that a rejection of Chrift and 
atheifm go hand in hand. It is " 
true that all unbelievers in Chrift oe 
do got avowedly rejeé&t God. But 
they do in their hearts. They re- 
jeét one who has the fame charac- $ 
ter and perfeétions—They reject “ 
his authority and teftimony. “ He i 
that defpifeth me, fays Chrift def- y 
And, Ay 2 
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igg obfervations, that fuch as reje&t 
Chrift do deceive themfelves, if 
they conclude in their own minds, 
that they have any true love to 
God. They may love fuch a 
God as they may form in their 
own minds, but not the God of 
the bible. For, “ He that honor- 
eth not the Son honoreth not the 
Father.” Men pay no more re- 
gard to the Father, than they do 
to the Son. 

Finally. We may remark, that 
thofe who reject Chrift the Son, 
have no reafon to flatter themfelves 
of being faved by the mercy of the 
Father. 

Thofe who rejeét Chrift, altho’ 
they do not expeét he will fave 
them, yet they hope the Father 
will have mercy on them.—They 
go on through life (unlefs God 
ihows them their delufion) com- 
forting themfelves that God will 
have mercy onthem. But why 
do they flatter themfelves that the 
Father will fave them! Do they 
not reject and defpife the Father 
juft as much as they do the Son ! 

f men will keep on fcripture 
ground they muft conclude, that if 
they reject the Son, they do rejeé 
the Father. And that, if an ab- 
folute rejection of either deftroys 
the foundation of confidence, they 
cannot flatter themfelves of fharing 
in the mercy, either of the Son or 
the Father. If they leave that 
ground, they may fleep in the arms 
of delufion for a feafon; but let 
them beware of the confequences ! 


GAIUS. 





This life a pilgrimage and confiié. 
HERE is no permanent reft 


to individuals in this life. 
Men are fwifily paffing thro’ all 
its {tages from infancy to old age. 
Each {tage has its burdens and tri- 
als. The infant crics—the {chool- 
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boy has histroubles—youthits vex. 
ations—middle age its cares, and 
the aged have their infirmities. 
Difappointments, dangers and e- 
vils fucceed each other. Men are 
always conftrained to be on their 
guard, and toexert themfelves to 
accomplifh one object or another, 
and to furmount, or endure this 
difficulty and trial, or that. ‘They 
have no opportunity to fit down in 
quiet, unemployed and unconcerp- 
ed. Every day brings its evils. 
Sicknefs, wounds, enemies, im- 
prudencies, contentions, poverty, 
or other troubles keep us in a per- 
petual agitation. This is ftriking- 
ly illuftrateel in the book of Eccle- 
fiaftes. It is very much the fubje@ 
of the whole book. And the af- 
fairs of this world are pronounced 
vanity and vexation of {pirit. 
There is no re(t in the political 
concerns of nations, any more 
than in the private walks of indi- 
viduals. Men who are called to 
attend to thefe things, always fee 
fomething important on the eve, 
which alarms their apprehenfions 
and demands their moft vigorous 
exertions. They have one evil 
again{t which they muftnow guard, 
and that is fearce fuffered or fur- 
mounted before another is prefent- 
ed to their view. At one time 
war, at another a revolution; in 
one inftance intrigues, in the next 
infurreétions and difafters keep 
the public mind in perpetual com- 
motion. Now areal alarm isfoun- 
ded, and then one that is falfe. 
Onc thing muft now be done, and 
then another ; and public charac- 
ters are conftrained to be always op 
their guard, and excrt all their ac- 
tivity, invention and abilities, or 
ferious calamities will involve the 
nation in diftrefs. So thiags have 
gone on with all nations who are 
the fubjeéts of hiftory, and fo they 
will doubtlefs go on in future, 
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There willneverbe a time in which 
the officers of a nation may fit at 
their eafe, and fay, We may now 
lay afide fear and exertion, all is 
well, and like to be well without 
our further anxiety and care. 
Again: There is no reftto the 
church ef Chrift in this world. 
Satan is continually plotting its 
deftruction and giving it diftur- 
bance. He is artful and mali- 
cious, and has numerous agents, 
who are willing to be employed at 
his pleafure. Now he is introdu- 
cing one error, and then another. 
At one time he attacks it with her- 
efies, at another with covered or 
open infidelity. Sometimes he in- 
treduces difcords and feparations, 
at others ignorance and enthufiafm, 


Vicifitudes of human life. 


munion or vifible charity with each 
other, endeavors to relax difcipline 
—to introduce carnal men—to exe 
cite differences and oppofition ref- 
peéting the ordinances of the gof- 
pel—to fink it into contempt, and to 
deftroy it in one way or other, have 
been all employed for its ruin. 
And miniftcrs and Chriftians are 
called upon to exert themfelves 
to counteraét all thefe devices—dee 


| fend the truth—inculcate the doe. 





| 
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trines of the gofpel and unite to prée- 
mote harmony, difcipline and vital 
piety, the fpread of gofpel truths, 
and the awakening and falvation of 
fouls. Care and warfare are always 
to be employed ; there is no fea- 
fon in which we may put off the 
harnefs. Unlooked for evils are 


or cold unfeeling opinion, which daily coming ; one attack and per- 
does not affe@ the heart. Excer- | plexity is fucceeded by another. 


nal difficulties have fometimes op- 
preffed the church, and fometimes 
it has labored with internal embar- 
raffments. ‘The church has fre- 
quently appeared to have its very 
exiltence endangered, fometimes 
from one caufe, and then from 
another. Onthefe accounts, the 
minifters of Chrift, andall themem- 
bers of his church have been con- 
{trained by abfolute neceflity to be 
vigilant, prayerful and active, con- 
tinually exhibiting the evidence, im- 
portance and exccllency of the 
truth, and the falfehood and _per- 
nicious tendency of error in innu- 
merable fhapes, anfwering objec- 
tions, repelling attacks, and com- 
batting enemiesand falfe preteafions. 
The watchmen are neceffitated to 
{tand continually onthe watch-tow- 
er, and all the foldiers of Chrift to 
lie upon their arms. How many 
different attacks have been made 
upon the church in the prefent gen- 
eration ? Univerfalifn, deifm, un- 


bounded catholicifm, atheifm, at- | militant ftate. 
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Vigilance and aétivity are always 
demanded. Hence Peter fays, 
“¢ Befober, be vigilant, becaufe your 
adverfary the Devil, as a roaring li- 
on, walketh about feeking whom 
he may devour, whom refift, fted- 
fa(tin the faith’ If welook back 
into the hiftories of the church, we 
fhall find that it has always had to 
combat with much oppofition, and 
many have been called to contend 
even unto blocd. ‘The church has 
fuffered by perfecution, by falfe 
teachers, by corruption, by here- 
fies, by enemies without, and by 
falfe brethren who have crept in at 
unawares to {py out and fubvert its 
liberty. And this will be the cafe, 
until the angel {poken of-in the Rev- 
elations, fhall come down fromheay- 
en with a great chain in his hand, 
and lay hold on the dragon, that 
old ferpent, which is the devil 
and fatan, and bind him a thoufand 


| years.—This world is not a relting 
p 


lace for the church, which is ina 
There remaineth 2 


tempts to divide it into parties and | reft for the people of God ; but it 
ecnomiuations who hok! no com- is in the coming world. 
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Further : There is in this life 
no reft to individual Chriftians. 
They have fo many trials and temp- 
tations, and fuch a fwarm of re- 
maining corruptions, that they are 
obliged to watch and pray without 
ceafing. Some infidious enemy lies 
concealed atevery turn, and there 
are many that are openly fet againft 
them. They are affailed by ridi- 
cule and infinuating enticements, 
perplexed with the fophiftry of fuch 
as lie in wait to deceive, are al- 
ways encumbered with a body of 
death, and a law in the members, 
warring againft the law of the mind. 
Now worldly troubles and perplex- 
ing cares, fteal upon them, and now 
they are injured by outward prof- 
perity. At one time they have lit- 
tle of the light of God’s counte- 
nance and fink almoft into a ftate 
of defpondency, and then they are 
in danger from {piritual pride, and 
an over confidence in themfelves. 
A ftrange unfeelingnefs palfies their 
hearts and preventstheir fruitfulnefs 
at this time, and a falfe zeal annoys 

hem at that. Peter was too con- 

dent one hour, and too timid the 
pext. Their exertions one day 


are fuccefsful, on the day follow- | 


ing they feem to labor in vain and 
{pend their ftrength for nought. 


on them in a varied fucceflion. 
They are often furprifed ona fud- 
den with unexpeéed trials and 
temptations, which wound them 
before they are aware.—A\ll belie- 
vers, who have any confiderable 
acquaintance with the Chriltian 
life, will bear me witnefs, that 
their paft experience correfponds 
with this reprefentation. ‘This 
is certainly the language of 
the holy fcriptures*. Chriftians 
muit expe& that fuch things will 
vemain until they arrive to glory. 
‘We mut thro’ much tribulation 


* Romans vii. 
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| tion. 
Smiles and chaftifements come up- | 
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enter into the kingdom of God,’ 
Thus there is no reft for men in 
this world as individuals or com. 
munities—net even for the church 
and people of God. Therefore 
it is folly for men to flatter them- 
felves, that if they can furmount 
the exifting difficulties, they thal 
have no further occafion for anxie- 
ty. Itisasidle, as for the infant 
to fay, If I can but obtain that 
firaw or rattle, my forrows will be 
over and all will be paradife. It 
is not the defign of providence that 
we fhould in this life be free from 
the neceflity of care and exertion. 
Nations will continue to be in crit- 
ical circumftances. Itis folly for 
the church in the prefent age to ex- 
pect the day when there will be no 
enemies, corruptions, herefies, di- 
vifions and difficulties. Offences 
muft needs come, that the true 
difciples may be tried and ftand ap- 
proved ; but woe unto him by 
whom the offence cometh. Indi- 
vidual Chriftians, in this militant 
| ftate, have no reafon to promife 
| themfelves much quiet repofe. 
| They may receive an hundred fold 
| in this life ; but Chrift fays it will 
be with perfecutions. They may 
rejoice ; but it muft be in tribula- 
They may have great peace 
with God; but it will be with 





| 
| much running, wreftling, ftriving 


and fighting. When one reper | 
is pafled, perhaps a much worle 
will fucceed. Raifed expedta- 
tions of tranquillity will only mul- 
tiply difappointments. But Chrif- 
tians are not to faint or be difcour- 
aged on this account. There re- 
mains areft, and an heavenly in- 
heritance for them, when they will 
reft from their labors, and their 
works will followthem. It is our 
bufinefs—our proper calling to con- 
fli@ with evil in this life. ‘ Def- 
pife not the chaftening of the Lord, 
weither faint when thou art rebu- 
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ked of him.’ ‘In due feafon we 
thall reap if we faintnot.’ Chrift 


has promifed that ‘the gates of 
hell hall not prevail againft his 
church.’ He will raife them up 
faithful minifters, and give his peo- 
ple that firmnefs, vigilance, activ- 
ity, faith and prayer, by which 
they fhall come off conquerors, 
thro’ him that hath loved them. 
Thefe labors are the things which 
fhall work out for usa far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glo- 
ry. ‘ Fear not, little flock, it is 
your Father’s good pleafure to 
give you the kingdom.’ 

How fuitable it is that we 
fhould account ourfelves pilgrims 
and {trangers on earth. What fol- 
ly to fuffer our hearts to be fixed 
upon any thing here. We fhould 
fet our affections on things that 
are above, and feek a city which 
hath foundations. How mifera- 
ble to be intoxicated with any 
thing on earth.—How {weet will 


heaven be to the people of God, 


after being weather-beaten, and 
tofled by the ftorms of this world 
through life. How {weet for fol- 
diers to obtain the victory, and be 
permitted to lay afide the watch- 
ings, fatigues and dangers of an 
hard campaign. How delightful 


to hear our Lord fay, ‘ Well done, | 


good and faithful fervant, enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord.’ 
Then the labors of this life will be 
richly compenfated.——But how 
wretched mutt they be, who never 
enter into reft. ¢ There is no reft 
to the wicked faith my God.’ It 
will be quite infupportable to con- 
template an hopelefs eternity, of 
extreme wretchednefs, in endlefs 
profpea. Let us then Jay hold on 
the hope that is fet before us, and 
fight the good fight of faith. 


MIKROS. 


Remarks on Hebrews v. 7. 
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Heb. v. 7. “ Who in the days 
of his fiefh, when he had offered up 
rayers and fupplications, with 
firéag crying and tears, unto him 
who was able to fave him from 
death ; and was heard in that he 
feared.” 


HESE words have a plaia 
reference to the prayer and 

agony of Chrift in the garden, of 
which the erangelifts give a hifto- 
ry ; and perhaps to what he faid 
when on the crofs, when he cried 
with aloud voice, ** My God, my 
God, why haft thou forfaken me ?”” 
In thefe fupplications and this ago- 
ny he prayed that the fufferings of 
which he now had an extraordinas 
ry, and more dreadful and over- 
whelming view and fenfe, than he 
ever had before, he afked that if 
it were pofible and confiftent with 
the will of the Father, that the 
dreadful hour of fuffering, the bit- 
tercup which was now full in view, 


and filled his foul with diftrefs 


which feemed intolerable, might, 


pafsfrom him, and he be excwfed 
from drinking: But if this could 
not be, that he might be fupported 
and carried through this dreadful 
icene, fo that all the ends of his 
fuffering might be fully anfwered, 
in the glory of God and the com- 


| plete falvation of all the elect. 


It was wifely ordered, and of 
great importance, that the human 
nature of Chrift fhould have a clear 
and full view of the fufferings he 
muft undefgo in order to make 
atonement for the fins of men, 
while he bore their fins, and took 
the guilt and punifhment on him- 
felf, and knew what it would coft 
him, that he might voluntarily 
give himfelf up to this, and con- 
fent to bear it all, in the moft im- 
preflive fenfe and view of it, cau- 
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fed by the immediate hand of God. 
In order to this the cup he mutt 
drink in his fufferings was fet be- 
fore him in the garden, in all the 
dreadful bitternefs ¢f it, that he 
might have cpportunity to refufe 
or choofe to drink it, while it was 
thus before him in all the dreadful- 
nefs of it. And what he faid in 
this fituation, ferved to make the 
moft clear and affeéting difcovery 
of theimpofhibility of the falvation 
of finners in any way but by his 
drinking this cup, and fuffering all 
that was implied in it; and of his 
love to God and his people, in vol- 
untarily giving himfelf upto thefe 
fufferings, in a full view of them, 
on the fuppofition of the impofli- 
bility of the falyation of finners in 
any other way confiftent with the 
will and glory of God. 

There is no reafon to fuppofe 
that the agonizing feelings and ex- 
ercifes of the Saviour were caufed 
by the influence and affaults of fa- 
tan on his mind, atthis time. The 
fcripture intimates no fuch thing. 
But the whole tranfation is repre- 
fented as being between his Father 
and him, except that it is faid, 
an angel was prefent to afhlk and 
ftrengthen him. 

From the above reprefentation, 
and other paflages of {cripture it 
appears that the cun, and the hour 
which Chrift prayed might be ta- 
ken away, was nct his diltrefs, and 
2gony which took place in the gar- 
den, fearing this would put an end 


Remarks on Hebrews v. 4. 








to his hfe. Mark xiv. 35. it is | 


faid Chrift prayed, that if it were 
pothble the hour might pafs trom 
him. And in the following verfe 
the fame thing is exprefled by this 
cup. Hence it appears that the 
hour and cup are the fame thing: 
Wut the hour did not mean what 
he fuffered in the garden; for af- 
ier this was over, he faid, not the 
hour is pat; but * The hour is 
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come ; behold the fon of man is 
betrayed intothe hands of finners.” 
verfe 41. And, the hour and 
his hour is frequently ufed to de- 
note the time of his laft fufferings, 
Matt. xxvi. 45. ‘* Behold the 
hour is at hand, and the fon of 
man is betrayed into the hands of 
finners.”” John xii. 27. “ Now 
is my foul troubled ; and what fhall 
I fay ? Father, fave me from this 
hour? But for this caufe came I 
unto this hour.” chap. xiii. 1. 
“ When Jefus knew that his hour 
was come, that he fhould depart 
out of this world.” chap. xvii. 1. 
“* Father the hour is come ; glo- 
rify thy Son,” &c. And that the 
cup does not mean what he fuf- 
fered in the garden is certain, from 
his {peaking of drinking this cup 
after that diftrefs and agony was 
over. When Peter had cut off the 
tight ear of the high-prieft’s fer- 
vant, Chrift faid to him, “ Put up 
thy fword into the fheath : The 
cup which my Father hath given 
me, fhall I not drink it ?? John 
XVili, 11. 

It has been fuppofed that Chrift 
praying the cup might be removed 
in the fenfe above explained, is in- 
confiltent with what he fays John 
xii. 27. What fhall I fay, Father, 
fave me from this hour ? But for 
this caufe came I to this hour. 
Here he feems to fay, that he nei- 
ther could nor would afk to be de- 
livered from death on the crofs ; 
as he knew the great defign of his 
coming into the world was to fuf- 
fer this death, as without this no 
finner could be faved. 

Anfwer 1. The human nature 
of Chrift was not in itfelf omnif- 
cient or unchangeable ; his feel- 
ings and exercifes were according 
to the view he had of the objeds 
which were before him, and he 
gave more attention to, and was 


more imsprefled by thofe fcenes 
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whieh were immediately before 
him than with thofe which were 
further off, and more out of fight. 
When the city of Jerufalem and 
the miferable inhabitants were in 
full view, and their folly and mif- 
erable end were imprefied on his 
mind, he wept over it, faying, if 
thou hadft known, even thou, at 
leaft in this thy day, the things 
which belong unto thy peace ! But 
now they are hidden from thine 
eyes, &c. At another time, and 
a different fituation, he rejoiced in 
{pirit, and faid, I thank thee, O 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
that thou haft hid thefe things from | 
the wife and prudent, and hatft 
revealed them unto babes. 





The different fituation in which | 
Chrift was when he prayed in the | 
garden, from that in which he | 
pake the words recorded in John, | 
and from which he had been in all | 
his life before, which has been de- | 
{cribed above, will account for his 
different feelings and language, ef- 
pecially if we confider the defign 
which was to be anfwered by it, 
which has been briefly mentioned. 
Different feeling and language ; 
but not contrary : for, 

Anf. 2. He did not fay in the 
garden, Father fave me from this 
hour, unconditionally ; but if it 
were pofhble and confiftent with 
the glory and will of God, and the 
falvation of the ele&, otherwife 
he did not afk or defire the cup 
might pafs from him. His lan- 
guage {tll was, Father, glorify thy 
name. 

Anf. 3. It would be really in- 
confiftent with his words which 
John relates, and his knowing and 
often predicting that he fhould die 
on the crofs, to pray now that he 
might not die in the garden; for 
this was inconfiftent and impoflible 
if he were to be crucified. There- 





fore the objector by trying to avoid 
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one fuppofed inconfiftency, runs 
into a real and palpable one, in 
making the objection. 

But it has been faid, that when 
Chrift prayed earneftly unto him 
who was able to fave him frem 
death, he was heard, and delivered 
from the death he feared, which 
thercfore mult be his being faved 
from dying in the garden, which he 
feared ; for he was not faved from 
dying on the crofs. 

Anfwer. Itis not faid, that in 
being heard, he was faved from 
death, either in the garden, or on 
the crofs ; but that he was deliv- 
ered from the evil which he feared. 
This was not merely dying on the 
crofs, as he adtually did, but fink- 
ing down and perifhing under the 
wrath of God againft finners, whofe 
place he had taken, and the weight 
of their. amazing guilt which now 
he clearly apprehended, and was 
foon ina true fenfe, to fall on him. 


| He felt that the human nature was 


altogether uncqual to bear up un- 
der this infinite weight, and go 
through this fcene of fuffering, fo 
as to anfwer the end propofcd ; but 
would certainly fink and perifh, and 
fail of the whole defign propofed 
in the redemption of the clect, un- 
lefs he was fupported by the al- 
mighty hand of God. This was 
what he above all things feared 5 
and in this he was heard, and de- 
livered from fuch a death. When 
he had refigned to the will of God, 
and was willing to fuffer, he, under 
the apprehenfions juft mentioned, 
agonized and prayed more carnefily 
that he might be fupported and 
carried through the awful fcene 
before him with propricty and fuc- 
cefs, fo that all the glorious pur- 
pofes of his fufferings might be an- 
{wered, and all the elect obtain 
falvation. 

It is now left to the reader to 
judge between the explication here 
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given of this text, and others which | 
have appeared in this magazine. 





Thoughts on Matthew xi. fart of 
the 21ff and 23d verfes. 


—— * For if the mighty works, | 
which were done in you, had been | 
done in Tyre and Sidan, they 
would have repented long ago in | 
fackcloth and afhes. 

*¢ For if the mighty works, ! 
which have been dane in thee, had | 
been done in Sodom, it would have | 


remained until this day ”’ | 


CONCEIVE, we are to un- 
derftand from {cripture, that 
the means and methods of grace, 
are not, of themfelves, faving, or 
donot produce true repentance. 
They are made effe@ual, only by 
the {pecial operations of the Holy 
Spirit. The finner is inclined to | 
refift all means that are ufed with | 
him ; all the methods which Ged | 
takes for his falyation. God, in- 
deed, affords him moft powerful 
light and evidence ; but thefe he 
oppofes, and {till remains deter- 
mined to cleave to fin. His in- 
Clination or love to fin, is not al- 
tered or abated, by all that is done 
for him, in the way of means, but 
remains in full force. The me- 
thods of grace, are indeed, wifely 
ordered and well adapted. We 
may believe, that they are the moft 
fet and beft that can be. And 

if is altogether reafonable that we | 
fhould fubmit to them: if we 
acted agreeably to our duty, we 
fhould do it. But, inftead of this, 
we ftand out againft them. 
they have no effect to al:cr the bias 
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We perfift, notwithftanding all the 
methods, which God takes with us, 
in his word, in our adherence to 
fin. And we remain refolutely 
determined to perfevere in a ftate 
of impenitence. Our finful ineli- 
nations have a fixednefs, which no 
moral motives, no arguments, and 
no evidence and light in God’s fa- 
cred word, are able in the leaft, to 
alter or abate. Every mean, the 
mott cogent and prefling, our natr- 
ral heart, makes out to refft; it 
will not fuffer itfelf to be wrought 
upon, by either God’s word or 
providence ; but remains fill un- 
renewed, and firmly fet in the love 
and choice of fin. 

If, therefore, nothing more be 
done for finners, not one of them 
would be faved. If, only the gof- 
pel be provided, and fet before us, 
with all the moft winning invita- 
tions, and earneft entreaties to ac- 
cept, not one of us fhould ever be 
brought to faving repentance. This. 
may be learnt from the marriage 
fupper. We fhould, like thofe 
who were there bidden, all go our 
““ ways, one to his farm, another 
to his merchandize.”? We fhould, 
perfift in our fins, and live and die 
Chriftlefs and impenitent. This 
we learn, likewife, from our Sa- 
viour’s words, ** Ye will not come 
to me, that ye might have life.” — 
Sinners will not come to Chrift ; 
will not hearken to the gractous 
call ; will not accept the procla- 
mation made in the gofpel. And, 
' were there nothing further done, 
all would alike want a defire ot 
| will after Chrift and holinefs. All 
would alike be totally deftitute of 
| faving evangelical repentance. 





of our hearts. They may, per- This being the cafe, God docs 
haps, put us under fome reftraint, | more for the finner, who is renew- 
and produce a fort cf external re-| ed. He adds his fpecial faving 
formation, asin the cafe of Ahab, | grace, in applying the redemption 
but they are wholly ineffeétual to | purchafed by Chrift. He theds 
produce any real heart-felt change. ‘down the enlightening, renewing 
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operations of the Spirit. Thefe 
operations are effectual, in chang- 
ing our hard and {tony hearts. 
Thefe produce a moral change, 
confifting in regeneration and con- 
verfion. They excite holinefs, or 
true gofpel repentance. And no- 
thing fhort of the energies of the 
Holy Spirit, is able to effect any 
radical change, or, in the leaft, to 
alter the inclination. The Holy 
Spirit, in the view of gofpel means, 
fubdues the heart, flays its enmity, 
and brings us to lay down the arms 
of rebellion, in a cordial fubmif- 
fion to Chrift and his government. 
All holy exercifes and affections 
in man, are the effeét of the Holy 
Spirit, And by his influence 
alone, divine revealed truth, and 
all religious inftitutions and means, 
become efficacious and falutary. 
Paul ‘planted but God gave 
the increafe.” It is the Spirit 
that quickeneth.”” The gofpel 
ftands “in demonftration of the 
Spirit, and of power.” 

If, reader, this be a juft repre- 
fentation, then the repentance fpo- 
ken of in the paffage above, miuft 
mean, either imperfect repentance, 
fuch as was that of Ahab, and ma- 
ny other wicked men ; ¢onfifting, 
not in a radical moral renovation, 
but in a {trong check and reftraint, 
Jaid upon their finful inclinations, 
ard which may be produced, by 
means, without fpecial grace.— 

his fort of repentance is, fome- 
times, availing to avert God’s 
threatened judgments. It was fo 
in the cafe of Ahab: andin Sod- 
om, if there had been.even fuch 
external reformation and repent- 
ance, “it would have remained 
until this day.”” And fuch a kind 
of repentance, Chrift afferts, his 
‘mighty works’ which were done 
in Capernaum, would have pro- 
duced in Sodom. 

Or, elfe, if it be evangelical re- 

Vou. II. No. 8. 
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pentance, in the paflage, (which I 
think is not probable) then the 
meaning of the * mighty works’ 
muft be extended, fo as to include 


the fpecial influences of the Spirit,. 


by which alone holinefs and real 
gofpel repentance, are produced. 
And the effect is afcribed to the 
mighty works, which is actually, 
the effect of the Holy Spirit. This 
is a manner of expreflion which 
often occurs in the fcriptures — 
“ The word,”’ it is faid, ‘is able 
to fave our fouls.”? But this can 
mean only when attended, and fet 
home, by the influcnces of the 


Spirit. And all the efficacy which 


the word has to fave, it derives 
from God’s fpecial and fovereign 
grace. 

We will now clofe with two re- 
fle tions. 

1. We hence learn the totally 
loft, and wretched condition. of 
mankind. 

Our hearts are naturally fo en- 
tirely bent on fin, that no means 
can prove effectual to our repent- 
ance and faving good. We ob- 
{tinately refift all the gracious 
methods which God kindly ufes 
with us; and refolutely perfift in 
fin, continually acquiring greater 
degrees of obduracy and hardnefs 
of heart. We are fixed in our 
oppofition to God. Our natural 
hearts are fo firmly inclined to fin, 
that if God leave us, barely to the 
cfic& of his word and providence, 
we fhall certainly perfift in our 
wickednefs, and plunge ourfelves 
into remedilcfs woe. Here, then, 
we fee our great finfulnefs, and 
wholly loft ftate, fince all the gra- 
cious methods which God in his 
infinite wifdom has contrived, have 
no faving operation upon us, and 
produce no holy affections. 

2. We are taught the neceflity 
of the Spirit to renew the heart. 
We have need, not only of a Me- 
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diator to be fet before us, but of 
divine fovereign grace to change 
the heart. ‘Tho’ Chrift has been 
provided for us, yet we are difpo- 
fed to rejeét Chrift and the gofpel, 
and it is fure that we fhall not ac- 
cept, unlefs we are made willing in 
the day of God’s power. The 
infinite almighty power of the eter- 
nal Spirit, is alone fufficient to 
operate upon, and effect a moral 
renovation of our natural hearts. 
Unlefs God, by fovereign, rich, 
and all-powerful grace, fave us, we 
perifh. Letusthen feal the need 
we have of the new-birth, and of 
the Holy Spirit to produce it. 
And let us be deeply impreffed 
with this confideration, that we 
muft be faved, “ by the wafhing 
of regeneration, and renewing of 


the Holy Ghoft.” Y. Z. 





Admonitions from the Death-Bed. 


(Continued from p. 233.) 
NUMBER V. 


A true record of the tri- 
umphs of religion, in the day of 
death, is calculated to produce 
ahappy influence on fociety, by 
recommending to gay and incon- 
fiderate youth, in the moit fecling 
manner, a life of early piety. Lam 
therefore induced to communicate 
the following imperfeéct fketches of 
the life and death of a young la. 
dy ; being real facts which hap- 
pened a few years fince. 


OUISA, (for under this 
name I fhall defcribe the 
perfon the circumftances of whofe 
death I am now to relate) was 
born of reputable parents, who liv- 
ed in a country town in Conne St. 
cut, and were profeffors of religion. 
As might be expected, in the en- 
joyment -of fuch advantages, fhe 
was early inftructed in the doc- 
trines and duties of religion. She 
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was a very docile child, poffefling 
a lively and ingemious fancy, a 
quick difcernment, and a clear 
judgment. At twenty years of 
age, her figure was agreeable, her 
manners pleafing, having been im- 
proved at a boarding {chool ina 
diftant town ; and her profpeéts in 
life were fuch as the world call the 
molt favorable and happy. But, 
though from her education and 
good manners fhe paid decent out. 
ward refpeét to religion, at this age, 
it cid not appear, that fhe had any 
real experience of its vital power 
and heavenly confelations. Drefs 
and fhow, and the amufements of 
youth feemed to banifh from her 
mind the plain duties, and more 
fubftantial joys of religion. She 
then feemed not to comprehend a 
Saviour’s ineffable love, nor con- 
fiderately to feel a Ginner’s guilt and 
wretchednefs. Returning home, 
one rainy night, from a ball, the 
took a hard cold, which brought 
on gradually a comfumption, of 
Jong duration. Though this flat- 
tering difeafe, which fo often de- 
ceives thofe whom it afflicts, often 
encouraved the hope of a reftora- 
tion to health; yet, as affording 
Louila retirement, her aétive mind 
was turned upon the great duties 
of religion, and the weighty con- 
fideration of changing worlds.— 
She became ferious, prayerful, and 
defirous of Chrittian converfation. 
She read confiderably, gained a 
general knowledge of the great 
gofpel dodirines, and became awa- 
kened to a feeling fenfe of her de- 
plorable condition, as a guilty, 
miferable finner, who had greatly 
abufed her religious opportunities 
and privileges. Her conviction 


of fin was not accompanied with 
fo many legal terrors, as is fome- 
times the cafe with awakened fin- 
ners in times of great religious 
revivals ; ‘but i: feemed to flow 
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from an enlightened underftand- | 


ing, and a full belief of the ne- 
ceflity of regeneration for admiflion 
into the kingdom of heaven. She, 
at Jength, admitted the hope of 
having experienced this defirable 
change. Her anxieties and dif- 
treffes were removed ; and fhe ap- 
peared to be filled with a {weet 
tranquillity of mind, daily rejoicing 
in Chrift, and often fpeaking with 
delight of the altonifhing wonders 
of redeeming love. She obtained 
the religious diary of an eminent 
Chriftian, which fhe often read 
with pleafure, feeling her own ex- 
periences correfponding in many 
particulars. At this period, fhe 
looked forward to an approaching 
day of death with great tranquilli- 
ty of mind, and profefled a readi- 
nefs to die, at God’s will ; appear- 
ing to have the moft lively hopes 
of joining glorified faints and an- 
gels in heaven, in finging the fong 
of Mofes and the Lamb. The 
diftance of time prevents me from 
diftin&tly recolleéting many of her 
own words, which were fome of 
them peculiarly expreflive and in- 
terefting. She lamented that fhe 
had done fo little for God and the 
interefts of religion in the world, 
and that fhe had fpent the moft in- 
terefting and impreflible period of 
this life, in walking in a vain fhow. 
She longed to redeem that precious 
time, which had been inconfider- 
ately walted in the vanities of youth 
—but knowing this to be impofhi- 
ble, her only refuge was in the all- 
fufficient righteoufnefs of the preat 
Redeemer, whom fhe believed to 
have been wounded for our fins 
and bruifed for our iniquities, that 
with his ftripes the penitent believ- 
er might be healed.—During her 
ficknefs I frequently vifited her, 
and converfed freely with her upon 
the nature and duties of faving re- 
ligion, and upon her own yiews and 
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hopes beyond the grave.—A few 
days before her death, fhe fent for 
me, for the laft time, to come and 
pray with and for her, as fhe ex- 
pected daily to die. I found her 
greatly debilitated in body, (her 
voice reduced to a kind of loud 
whifper ) and threatened with eve- 
ry appearance of {peedy death ; 
but her underftanding was found, 
and her mind completely tranquil. 
—Finding her elated with fpiritual 
joys above the terrors of death, and 
fully fenfible of its near approach, 
the converfation was chiefly turned 
upon the interefting nature of a 
change of worlds. I told her that 
death would clofe her probationary 
{tate forever ; that as fhe died, a 
finner or a Chriftian, fo fhe would 
arife, and be found in the day of 
judgment, and fo fhe would remain 
to alleternity. She appeared to 
be fully fenfible of this, and in fub- 
{tance replied, that fhe hoped fhe 
had humbly and ferioufly confider- 
ed the matter —I then told her, 
that ff fhe was deceived in her 
hope of being interefted in Chrift, 
in whom fhe now profeffed to 
truft with fo much confidence, 
when fhe fhould come to ap- 
pear before the creat fearcher of 
all hearts, her profefhons here 
would be in vain, and fhe mutt fail 
of being an heir of falvation. She, 
in fubftance, replied, that fhe felt 
this to be avery folemn thought, 
and a moft weighty confideration, 
which had confiderably tried her 
mind ; but, that fhe felt that full 
belief and joy in Chrift, which fhe 
could not think to be a delufion. — 
I told her, that death was in its 
very nature terrible to man, as fe- 
parating the foul from the body, 
and clofing dur eyes upon our 
friends, the world and all its en- 
joyments ; and afked her what im- 
prefions the thoughts of it made 
upon her mind. She replicd, “ I 
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Admonitions from the Death-Bed. (Fes. 


“ have no defire to live any lon- 
“ger in this vain world. I fee 
*¢ nothing in it worth living for.— 
“© T am not afraid to die ; nor am 
** T afraid to be dead.—My friends 
“¢ T leave in the hands of a merci- 
* ful God.—I hope to fee them 
“again in a better world.””—-She 
fpoke thefe words in a moft fwect 
and tranquil manner, expreflive 


of the genuine feelincs of her | 


heart.—T'o fee, and hear a perfon 
of her age, natural talents and im- 
provements in life, with the moft 
pleafing worldly profpets before 
her, (feeling herfelf to be on the 
very brink of the grave) converfe 
in this humble, rational, refigned 
and trangutl mannci, on death and 
the profpeéts of cternity, naturally 
imprefled the mind of the beholder, 
with adcep fenfe of the propriety 
of Balaam’s with, ‘ Let me die 
the death of the righteous, and Ict 
my laftend be like his !”’—How 
great muft be the power of reli- 
gion, how lively its joys, and how 
itrong its faith to raife a natuially 
timid, feeble mortal, in this trium- 
phant manne, above all the ter- 
rors of death !—-But, the trying 


moment, which, like the refiner’s | 


fire, tries all hearts, was not yet 
come.—Perhans, thought 1, this 
bright {lur, in the eofpel firma- 
ment, will yet go down, in a dark 
cloud. Let me wait, and watch 
its laft appearances. —A few days 
after, Louifa died. After fittine 
up fome time, in an exty rockins 
chair, fhe was Icd to her bed, ar 
gently laid upon it, upon which, 
fhe immediately appeared to be 


oC 
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dying. <A friend {tanding by her, | 


told her fhe was dying. Louifi 
turned her cyes upon the perfor, 
with a wifkful look, accompanied 
with a tranguil countenance anda 
eentle {mile of triumphant joy, and 
clafping her hands together, fpake 
with an audible voice.—-* O blef- 








fed! Bleffed !’—~Meaning, by 
thefe words, as was fuppofed, to 
exprefs the greatnefs of her joy in 
dying, in the ftrong and pleafing 
hope of entering immediately into 
glory. She then died, in a mo- 
ment, without a f{truggle or a groan. 


“ Ah lovely appearance of death, 


“ How eafy the foul that has left 
« ‘This wearifome body behind.” 





Ifever the appearance of death was 
lovely, it was lovely in Louifa.— 
O redeeming grace, how fuperior 
thy glory !—Never did vain phi- 
lofophy yield up the immortal fpi- 
rit to the Almighty Creator, with 
fuch compofure, dignity, and fweet 
refignation, joyfully anticipating an 
immediate entrance into the para- 
dife of God. —Louifa’s faith over- 
came the world. She knew in 
whom fhe had believed. She 
tru(ted in the covenant mercy of 
the living God, and in the all-fuf- 
ficiency and glorious promifes of 
the great Redeemer. She was 
truly a pilgrim on earth. She 
fought an heavenly country, fears 
lefs of the ufual terrors, which are 
experienced in the valley of death. 
Poiliaps, nothing will better ferve 
to fhow the power and glory of re- 
lioion manifetted in her death, than 
contratting it with the death of 
Leonora, a different charaéter, as 


| recorded in the 275th page of the 


firft volume of the Magazine. For 

beth were much altke im their na- 

tural figure and vivacity ;—both 
1 


| died at nearly the fame age of life ; 
aod both were carried to the grave 


by the fame difeafe. Serioufly read 
then, the hiftory of the one and of 
the other s and if I miftake not, 

1 will ign vour approbation of 


a 


i ahve of early piety, and join the 
''ercat cloud of witneffes, which 
i have gene before us, in fayings 
'  Piched are the dead which die 
1 in the Lerd.” 


ZEPHO. 








1802. } 


Letter from the DireGors of the 
London Mif: onary Society, to 
the Truftees of the Miffionary 


Society of Connedicut. 
NITED as we are in the 


L faith and fellowship of the 
gofpel, and enaaged in the fame; 
blefied caufe, the extenfion of the 
knowledge of that glorious pte 
by which only men are faved ; w 
cannot but feel towards you ait. 2 | 
erly affeciion, and wifh you g00d | 
{peed inthe name of the Lord. ; 
It isa fubjekt at once animating to 
us in our own endeavours, andcal- 
ling for congratulation to our fel- 
low-laborers, that the Lord hath 
been pleafed to fpread abread in 
the minds of his people in every 
placea fpirit of earacit aged for | 

| 

| 

! 





Curistian Barruren, 
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the fulfilment of thofe glorious 
promifes which relate to the prof- 
perity of the Redeemer’s Kingdom ; 
and that as the beit evidence of fin- 
cerity their prayers are accompani- 
ed with correfponding exertions. 
Is not this the ufual courfe of the | 
divine conduét ? Is not this a fign | 
that the time the fet time to favor 
Zion ts at hand, if not come?} 
Did God ever fay to the feed of | 
Jacob, feck my Face in vain ? Let 
us, therefore, dear Drethren, by | 
fuch views as thefe,—by the con- 
fideration of what is to be done,— 
by the obligations we are under to 
our bleffed Redeemer and the fouls | 
of our fellow-men,—by the recol- 
Ic&tion of the fhortnefs of the 
time and the animating hope of the 
recompence of reward, encourase 
one another ; 3 and in the ftrength 
of him who has promifed to teach 
our hands to war and our fingers to 
fight—** so forward”? and ceafe 
not from the confli& ti}l Zion thall 
become the praife of the earth. 
The Lord is in various ways de- 
ne great things whereof we are | 
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‘pad. He has given feals to the 
adminiftrations of thofe actually 
laboring in the mifionary field, 
both under the patronage of this, 
and of other focieties. The pub- , 
lication of the fermons and of the 


report. of the Directors, given at ee 4 
our late feventh annual meeting pst 
will have informed you, before this aie 
letter can reach you, of the num- et 
ber and circumftances of our ac- 4} 


to the * 
time of that meeting. We hall 4g 
not therefere repeat what you will 
there find. 

Molt of the accounts fince re- 
ceived from our feveral Mifhona- 
ries are confolatory and animating: 
Thofe from our venerable brother , 
Dr. Vanderkemp are peculiarly 
fo. God continues to uphold and 
ftrengthen him, and to furroundy 
him with fach fional manifeftations ' 
of his providential care as {trong- 
ly torevive in our minds the re- 
collection of the wonders which 
he did of old in the Iand of If- 
To enumerate thefe would 8} 
be pleafant, but as they could on- He 
ly be mutilated accounts we hall iE 
not abridge the pleafure you wil Ye 
receive from the unaffected recital 
of them in his own words, which it 
will be given in an early number of 
the Evangel ical Magazine. But 
, what is better, he has reaped the 
firft fruits of his labors among the 


unenlightened Caffres with whom et eae 
he dwells. Our other brethren AE | 
/ too are not without encourage- a i 
ment, both from paft experience Y we 
and future profpeéts. Several cm) 
heathen have been baptized, one i A 
at Jeaft among the Bofchemen has he a 
died in the faith ; others feem to aha 
be awakened. There 1s even eel 
ground to hope that God will ren- en 
der the poor native employed as an ae 
interpreter to the Bofchemen, not het : 


only a reporter of what he is told eet 
by others, but a relater ef + 


vhat he iy 


A a LR 


a a 
$n 


| 
| 
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himfelf has feen, tafted and felt of 
the word of life. We have fur- 
ther to add refpe@ing our brethren 
in that quarter, that we truft they 
will labor with increafing encour- 
agement and effect, from the af- 
fiftance they will receive from the 
Miffionaries lately fent out to their 
aid and of whofe fafe arrival at 
the Cape we have jut had the hap- 
py intelligence. 

Since our laft mecting we have 
received, both by Ictters and by 
the arrival of fome of our late 
Miflionaries to the South Seas, 
from New-Holland fuch accounts 
as tend to remove the remaining 
apprehenfions we entertained for 
the fafety of the brethren who re- 
mained behind, and even to en- 
courage the hope that the Lord has 
gracious defigns towards that peo- 
ple, although he has been pleafed 
to fit asa refiner among the in- 
ftruments engaged in carrying on 
the work. We are anxioufly wait- 
ing for the account of the arrival 
of the brethren fent out to their 
help in the Royal Admiral, and 
truft that we thail ere long, re- 
ceive good news from that far 
country. 

The accounts received aifo from 
our Mifhionary, Mr. Mitchell, who 
is laboring at the Bay of Chaleur, 
are pleafing and excite in our 
minds a defire to liften to the ear- 
neft call fent to us from the peo- 


ple of that quarter to come over to 
help them {till more effectually. 
Could not you, dear Brethren, af- 


tord that place the temporary aid at 
jealt of fending thither one Muf- 
fionary till we can provide one or 
more to relieve hin? Letters of 
an equally agreeable import have 
arrived fron: Mr. Hillyard labor- 
ing at Newfoundland. 

Thus, dear Brethren, although 
we have had many difcourage- 


ments we are not without grounds 
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of thankfulnefs-; and would ac. 
knowledge with unfeigned grati- 
tude tothe Father of our mercies, 
that he has accompanied our fee- 
ble efforts with figns following. 
Yet we account not ourfelves to 
have attained. Thefe things we 
confider as but the laying of the 
firft ftones of future and more ex. 
tenfive buildings. And at the 
fame time that we would confirm 
and enlarge the ftations already oc- 
cupied, we are not unmindful of 
fuch other new ones, as the calls 
of providence, or an enlarged 
knowledge of the ftate of the 
world point out tous. Thefe rife 
continually to our view. At pref- 
ent we have but one Miflionary in 
the extenfive region of India. It 
is, therefore, near to our hearts to 
fend him out ample afhiftance as 
foonastbe Lord shall furnifh as 
with men, fuitable forthe work. 
The large and populous ifland of 
Ceylon, alfo attra&s our notice, 
and we truft fhortly to be able to 
fend out laborers to it ; for we are 
daily expecting the arrival in Lon- 
don of feveral Mifiionaries fent by 
our brethren in Germany, whofe 
knowledge of the Dutch language 
will render them peculiarly adapt- 
ed to that ftation. The feveral 
fettlements in the Weft-Indies and 
on the continent of America, 
which in the difpenfations of 
providence have come under the 
dominion of our crown, fhare like- 
wife our attention, and ftrongly 
excite our prayers, that the Lord 
of the harveft would fend forth 
more laborers into his harveit. 

“he unenlightened tribes of the in- 
terior of your country we rejoice 
to think, will be the objects of 
your zeal and exertions, fo that 
great and extenfive asis the field, 
we have good ground to indulge 
the hope that it will not be long be- 
fore every region of the globe fhall 
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have in it fome one to repeat the 
angelic chorus ** Glory to God in 
the higheft, and on earth peace 
good-will towards men.” God 
feems indeed to be taking unto 
himfelf his great power, and man- 
ifefting it by the inftrumentality of 
his fervants. He is raifing up 
new helpers in the work ; new fo- 
cieties are forming; plans varying 
in their means but uniting in their 
end, are every where adopting. 
Our brethren of the church of 
England have engaged in the work. 
Their Society is yet in its infancy 
but we truft “ the little one will 
become a thoufand.” On the 
continent of Europe, the flame 
has broken forth. Men unknown 
toeach other have been devifing 
methods for propagating the gof- 
pel, and were aftonifhed to find 
when they began to communicate 
their views that they were an holt. 
Our correfpondence with various 
parts of your quarter of the globe, 
is in this refpe&t confolatory in the 
higheft degree; and the more fo, 
as the fame evidence of divine ap- 
probation which has we humbly 
hope diftinguifhed our endeavors, 
has alfo marked theirs; that in 
proportion as the minds of God’s 

eople have been concerned for the 
flvation of the natives of diftant 
countries, religion has revived and 
{pread in their own. 

Among other excellent modes 
of co-operation in the bleffed work, 
we fhould not omit to mention that 
which now engages confiderable 
attention here and elfewhere ; the 
publication of the holy {criptures 
in the language of feveral nations 
which are either totally deftitute 
of that ineftimable treafure, or pof- 
fefs it in a very {Canty meafure.— 
We have abi to think that we 
fhall fee a copious edition of the 
word of God in Arabic and a 
tranflation of it into Chinefe pub- 
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lifhed in England: the laft ac- 
counts received from the Miffiona- 
ries of our Baptift brethren in In- 
dia, inform us that the publication 
of it in the Bengalic language is 
nearly completed ; and our own 
fociety is taking meafures for print- 
ing and circulating in the Catholic 
countries of Europe, a large impref- 
fion of the New Teftament in the 
French language, accompanied 
with an extenfive introduction, by 
our refpectable and learned brother 
Mr. Bogue, the Englith edition of 
which is at the point of publication. 

Our chief difficulty in our Mif- 
fionary work is, procuring inftru- 
ments well adapted for the arduous 
{tations they are intended to fill, 
and to this we are directing our 
attention. We have lately eftab- 


lihed a Seminary for the inftruc- 


tion of thofe who are in other ref- 
pects qualified, under the care of 
our above mentioned brother, Mr. 
Bogue. At prefent there are but 
two young men in preparation, but 
they are both highly promifing for 
piety and talents. 

Such, dear brethren, are out 
prefent fituation and future defigns. 
But time would fail,—our hearts 
warm with the fubjec&t would lead 
us to tranfgrefs the bounds of a 
letter. We mult therefore refer 
you for further information to the 
intelligence which is from time to 
time communicated in the Evan- 
gelical Magazine, which is known 
to you. 

We have read with pleafure the 
few numbers of your Evangelical 
Magazines which have reached us. 
The accountit gives of the various 
revivals of religion in your coun- 
try exhilirate our hearts, and 
ftrengthea cur hymble belief that 
we may infcribe upon our mutual 
endeavors, * Jehovah Shammah.” 

Favor us, dear brethren, with 
your correfpondence. Freely com- 
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municate to us your views, your 

. : Re, 
meafures, your difficulties and your 
fuccefs. Be affured we thall weep 


when you wecp, and rejoice when | 


you rejoice. in no caufe more 
than this, can hearty co-operation 
be either more needful or more 
effectual. Above ail, let us ftrive 
earneftly together at a Throne of 
Grace. The Miflicnary feed muft 
be watered by prayer. Let us 
plead the promifes relating to the 
extenfion of the Redeemer’s King- 
dom—thcey are as ample as our 


“A 


hearts can with; let us rely on 


the faithfulnefs of him who hath | 


made them,—that is fufficient fe- 
curity for their accomplifiment.— 
How animating isit to think thatall 
the fovereignly mylterious difpenfa- 
tions of divine Providence now 
abroad in the earth, and which 
terrify the nations, tend to further 
‘the objeéts we humbly truf we 


have in view, the declaration of | 
the glory of our God in the falva- | 


tion of finful men. 

' And now, dear Brethren, we 
commend you and your work to 
the care and blefling of him who 
is able to make you perfect, eftab- 
lifh and ftrengthen you, and to him 
be glory for ever and ever. 

We are, dear Erethren, in the 
name of cur Society, your affec- 
ionate well withers, 

Fofeph FHardcaftle, Treaf 
John Eyre, Secretary, 
William Alers, 
Fohn Townfend, ° 
Robert Cowie, 
Fames Steven. 

london, O&ober, 1801. 


A Narrative on the fubje® of Mif- 
fions 3 and a flatement of the 
diunds of ihe L4iffonary Society 
of Connc&icut, to the clofe of the 


vcar 18ol. Addreffed by the 
Tiruflees of the Society to the 
Aliniflers and Pcople of the State. 
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HE Teaustres of the Mrs. 
stONARY Society of Con- 
'wecticuT, afk the attention of 
, the clerpy and people of the ftate 
to the following account of mif- 
fions to the clofe of the year 1801; 
and of their proceedings in the 
difcharge of the important truft 
committed to their management. 
The Mifhonaries concerning 
whom the Truftecs have informa- 
tion to communicate, are the Rey, 
Seth }Villiflon, the Rev. Fedidiab 
Bufbnell, Mr. Amafa Ferome, Mr. 
| Robert Portcr, Mr. Hezekiah May, 
the Rev. David Higgins, Mr. 
Fames W. Woodward, the Rev. 
David Huntington, the Rev. Fer- 
emiah Hallock, the Rev. Fob Swift, 
the Rev. Solomon Morgan, the 
Rev. Fofeph Badger, the Rev. 





Exckiel Ff. Chapman, and the Rev. 


| David Bacon. 

The narrative publithed lat 
year contained an account of Mr. 
Willifion’s mifhionary labors to the 
_end of TVebruary 1800. From 

that time to the end of the year 
he Jabored chiefly in the counties 
of Onondaga, Cayuga, Ontario and 
Tioga, in the {tate of New-York. 
From the firlt of March tothe 
middle of December, he {pent §6 
weeks inthe fervice of the fociety; 
during which time he preached al- 
_moft every day, and attended con- 
ferences as opportunity prefented. 
He vifited from houfe to houfe ; 
catechifed and inftruéted children 
_in public and in private ; attended 
funcrals, and vifited the fick. He 
formed one church at Gamillus ; 
adinttted 17 perfons into churches 
already formed in different places; 
-adminiftered the Lord’s fupper 6 
times ; and bapiized 3 adults and 
gz children. The following re- 
| Marks are extraéted from his jour- 
‘nal: 

“* During this period of my mif- 

'€ Gon, I have to acknowledge the 
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‘ divine goodnefs manifefted in ma- 
‘ny ways. I have enjoyed my 
¢ health to fuch a degree as never 
‘in a fingle inftance to fail of 
£ attending to my appointments to 
« preach and hold conferences. I 
“have been kindly received and 
« hofpitably entertaméd almoft with- 
* out an exception. In general I 
“have found it pretty eafy to get 
‘ people to affemble to hear the 
‘ word, not only upon holy but al- 
‘fonpon common days. Though 
‘Thave not labored in the moft 
* fruitful part of the vineyard, nor 
* feen fuch a flocking to the ftand- 
* ard of Chrift, as thofe who have 
‘been in Delaware and Otfego 
* counties ; yet I have to acknow- 
* ledge, to the praife of free grace, 
* that I have he very folemn af- 
* femblies, in which the goings of 
“our Godand King were quite vif- 
“ible. It will appear from my 
¢ journal, that my labors have been 
* more confined than what has been 
* common for the mifhionaries. But 
© I fuppofed ufefulnefs was the ob- 
* je& of the Miffionary Society.— 
*« I thought, fo far as I could judge 
€ from the pointings of divine Pro- 
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* Society. Their willingnefs todo 
‘ fomething towards helping them- 
* felves will appear by the account 
* of the feveral contributions which 
‘I have received ; which account 
¢ is fubjoined to this narrative. The 
* people would be able and willin 
‘todo much more, if they could 
* make their contributions in the 
‘ produce of their farms. Money 
‘ with fome is fearce.”’ 

In theearly part of the year 
1801, Mr. Wellifton {pent four 
weeks,in the counties of Tioga 
and Orfego ; and performed a 
fhort tour of about three weeks to 
the fettlements on Black River. 
In both thefe miffions he met with 
a welcome reception; and found 
many people who were anxious to 
be vifited by miffionaries. 

In the fpring he made a vifit to 
Conneéticut, and in May returned 
to Lifle in Tioga county, to take 
the paftoral charge of the people of 
that place, for three-fourths of the 
time, by confent of the board of 
Truftees, and to labor asa miffion- 
ary the other part of the time. 
During the fummer and fall, he 
made four fhort circuits, amount- 


© vidence, that the Lord told me | ingin the whole to eight weeks, 


¢ to continue in the country round | 


* the Cayuga, with encouragement 
* that my labors there would not be 
“in vain. I didnot know how to 
‘leave thofe places where I faw 
* fach anxious countenances, and 
“where numbers were afking, 
“ What muft we do to be faved? 
* The ingathering has not been fo 
* great as we hoped for, but per- 
* haps the feed which has not yet 
* fprung up, is not all loft. The 
* places which have been moftly 
* my field of labors the year paft, 
* are large and full of inhabitants. 
* Some of them would have been 
* glad to have employed a minifter 
‘ themfelves, and not to have been 


“dependant upon the Miffionary 
Ve. Il. No. 8. 








in the counties of Onondaga, Cay- 
uga, Chenango and Tioga, in the 
ftate of New-York, and in the 
county of Luzerne in the ftate of 
Pennfylvania. In thefe~ circuits 
he vifited fom. fettlements where 
there had never before been any 
preaching ; he daily preached lec- 
tures ; and performed other minif- 


terial fervices, as opportunity pre- 


fented or occafion required. In 
many places, falfe teachers were 
endeavoring to propagate errone- 
ous fentiments ; and there {till is 
an in creafing neceflity for zealous, 
faithful sailiiomles to counteract 
their baneful influence. 

In the laft narrative, the Rev. 
Fedidiah Bu/bnell is mentioned as 
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then laboring in the weftern coun- 
ties of New-York. He returned 
in January, having fpent eleven 
months and nine days on his mif- 
fion. In his journal he obferves : 
“ During my miffion, I formed 
*2 churches; adminifkered the 
‘facrament of the Lord’s . Supper 
* 13 times ; preached 242 fer- 
* mons ; attended 86 public con- 
* ferences ; and baptized 237 per- 
* fons ;—28 of them were adults 
‘ who were baptized on profefhion 
‘ of their faith in Chrift, the oth- 
‘ers were children of profeffedly 
‘ believing parents. The fermons 
‘ were delivered in the following 
‘ counties, g in the county of Al- 
‘bany; 5 inthe county of Scho- 
‘ harrie ; 2 in the county of Ulfter; 
‘ 3 inthe county of Chenango; 6 
‘in the county of Tioga; § inthe 
‘county of Luzerne, ftate of 
‘ Pennfylvania ; 4 in the county 
* of Steuben, ftate of New-York ; 
‘ 14in the county of Cayugas 3 
“in the county of Onondaga; 3 
fin the county of Oneida; 4 in 
‘the county of Herkemer; 41 in 
‘the county of Delaware ; and 
“143 in the county of Orfego. 
* Moft of the conferences were at- 
‘tended, and the Chriftian ordi- 

‘ nances were moftly adminiftered 

‘in the counties of Orfego and 

* Delaware. Both of the church- 

‘es were formed in Orfego coun- 

‘ty, one in union fociety, at the 

‘ head of Otego creek, the other 

‘in the town of Worcelter.” 

“‘ From the above ftatement it 

‘ will be feen that the counties of 

* Otfego and Delaware have been 

‘the principal field of my labors 

‘the laft mifion. This was in 

‘ confequence of the late revival of 

‘religion in thofe places. The 
‘ former of thefe counties lies up- 

* on the head-waters of the river 

* Sufquehannah, the latter upon 
* the head-waters of the Delaware. 
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‘ The counties united comprehend 
‘atra& of country nearly as large 
‘ as the {tate of Conneticut.” 

Mr. Bufbnell then gives a par- 
ticular account of a remarkable re- 
vival of religion in thofe counties, 
which, as it has been already pub- 
lifhed in the Conneéticut Evangel. 
ical Magazine, the Truftees think 
it unncceflary to infert in this nar- 
rative. 

Mr. Bufbnell clofes his journal 
as follows: ‘ I have been treated 
‘kindly in the wildernefs. The 
‘ people prefent their thanks to the 
‘ Miffionary Society and to the in- 
‘habitants of ConneAicut, for 
‘ their liberal contributions and ex- 
‘ ertions for the fupport of mifhons 
‘to the new-fettlements They 
‘with the people in Conneéticut 
‘ grace, mercy and peace, an hun- 
‘ dred-fold now in this life, and 
‘ in the world to come life everlatt- 
‘ ing.”’ 

Mr. Amafa Ferome, a candi- 
date for the miniftry, returned 
from his miflion the beginning of 
May laft, having labored as a 
miffionary 48 weeks and 4 days. 
He vifited molt of the weftern 
counties in the ftate of New-York, 
and during his mifhon preached 
205 fermons ; attended 68 confer- 
ences and 5 church meetings ; and 
examined 23 perfons for admiflion 
to church privileges. 

Latt {pring, Mr. Robert Porter, 
a candidate forthe miniftry, per- 
formed a miflionary tour of about 
10 weeks to the fettlements on 
Black River. He preached 52 
fermons, and attended on other 
minifterial duties as opportunity 
prefented. From remarks in his 
journal, refpecting the religious 
{tate of that country, it appears 
highly important that miffionaries 
be fent there. In many places the 
fabbath is little regarded; and er- 
roneous fentiments and immoral 
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practices are very prevalent. There 
are a pious few {cattered over the 
country, who are difpofed to make 
every exertion in their power to 
promote religion and to check the 
progrefs of errorand vice. Their 
exertions however are neceflarily 
limited to a {mall fphere, and they 
greatly need every afliftance which 
can be derived from able, faithful 
miffionaries, until the towns become 
fufficiently populous to fupport the 
regular preaching of the gofpel. 
Mr. Porter, in the clofe of his 
journal, obferves: ** The rapidi- 
‘ity of the fettlements on Black 
* River is beyond all conception. 
‘It is an excellent country, the 
‘ foil is good, the water pure, and 
* the climate healthy. The peo- 
* ple treated me kindly and with at- 
‘tention. ‘They generally attend- 
‘ed my letures, and although 
* nothing remarkable occurred, yet 
* almoft every fermon appeared to 
‘do good. It feemed to bring to 
* their minds reflectionsto which 
* before they were ftrangers. Ma- 
* ny of the inhabitants often ex- 
‘ prefled a wifh for the regular 
* preaching of the gofpel. ‘They 
‘ refle&ted, with a figh, upon the 
* blefling they once enjoyed, and 
* often lamented their mifimprove- 
* ment of it while it was in their 
‘ poffefion. ‘Two or three towns 
‘were induced to fet up regular 
‘ meetings upon the fabbath ; and 
‘ there is reafon to hope that hap- 
‘ py fruits will follow. It would 
* rejoice and animate the heart of 
‘every pious perfon in Conneéti- 
‘cut, if hecould only realize the 
* good which is continually flow- 
‘ing to the new-fettlements from 
‘his bounty. How much infidel- 
‘ ity, profane {wearing and fabbath- 
‘ breaking are prevented, and how 
‘many immortal fouls are proba- 
‘ bly faved, by the labors of mif- 
‘ fionaries, through the blefling of 
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‘ God ! Parents are by their means 
‘awakened and animated in the 
* education of their children ; and 
‘in one or other of thefe refpeéts 
‘ fcarce a fingle fermon appears to 
‘be loft. Intwo or three towns 
‘ I vifited, I preached the firft fer- 
‘mon. But two or three years 
‘ paft, the name of Jefas was not 
‘ known in thofe places ; no hu- 
‘ man voice was heard but that of 
‘the wandering favage, and no 
‘ worfhip but pagan idolatry. May 
‘ this firft attempt in thofe places to 
‘exhibit the crofs of Chrift be 
‘ blefled to the few who heard ; 
‘and may the Chriftian name and 
‘ fpirit continually fpread till the 
‘whole world fhall become Em- 
‘ manuel’s land !” 

Laft fall, Mr. Hezekiah May, 
a candidate for the miniftry, went 
on a miflion of 10 weeks to the 
counties of Delaware, Otfego, 
Chenango, Tioga and Stcuben, in 
the ftate of New-York, and Lu- 
zerne county in Pennfylvania. He 
vifited many of the vacant fettle- 
ments in thefe counties, and while 
on his miffion preached nearly 50 
times. In the weftern part of his 
tour he found among the people a 
general inattention to religion ; 
though many were glad of an op- 
portunity to hear preaching. Infi- 
delity and falfe principles are prev- 
alent ; and the fituation of the peo- 
ple is fueh as greatly to need the 
exertions of the friends of the 
truth to prevent the further fpread 
of error. The country is exten- 
five and rapidly fettling, and opens 
a wide field for miffionary labors. 

Early in September, the Rev. 
David Higgins entered on a mif- 
fion to the weftern counties in the 
{tate of New-York. The follow- 
ing extract of a letter from him, 
dated Canandargua, Nov., 25, 
1801, will thow the progrefs of 
his miffion to that time. 
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“ JT firft vifited many of the fet- 
¢ tlements in the counties of Dela- 
* ware, and Otlego, where I found 
‘the people generally attentive to 
* the bufinefs of my miffion. Ma- 
* ny were defious to be fed with 
‘the fincere milk of the word; 
* and others impreffed with a fenfe 
¢ of fin and guilt, and folicious for 
*falvation. I have been able to 
‘behold, in many inftances, the 
* good effeéts of a work of grace 
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*in thefe counties the laft year. | 
* Though the churches which have | 


‘been formed in thefe parts are 
‘f{mall in number ; yet they ex- 
‘hibit a pleafing {pecimen of the 
* life and power of religion.” 
“From Otfego I proceeded 


‘through the upper towns in the | 
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‘conferences. I have found my 
‘ tour laborious and fatiguing, yet 
‘highly pleating. On my return 
‘ I defign to vifit a number of pla- 
‘ces where I have not yet been 
‘and many which I have already 
‘ vifited. In the town of Sangers. 
* field I found a very confiderable 
‘work of grace going on among 
‘the people. Several infidels have 
‘ Jately been converted to the be- 
‘ lief of Chriftianity.” 

Mr. Higgins returned the 6th 
of January inftant, having {pent 17 
weeks in the mifhonary fervice. A 


| journal of his travels from Nov, 
_ 25, 1801, to the clofe of his mif- 


~! fion has not as yet been communi- 


| cated to the Truttees. 


* county of Chenango into Ononda- | 
* gaand Cayuga, preaching to large | 


* and attentive aflemblies. 
* in all thefe regions an extenfive 
*harveft but few laborers. The 
¢ miflion which [ have thus far pers 
‘ formed I have reafon to believe 
‘has been acceptable, and I hope 
‘ ufefulto the people. I have ex- 
‘ perienced no initance of oppofi- 
‘tion or negle&; but have gene- 
* rally received every exprefhon of 
‘kindnefs I could defire. The 
‘inhabitants have uniformly ex- 
* preffed a high fenfe of gratitude to 
‘the Miffionary Society, and a 


* ftrong with for the continuance | 


‘of their favors. As one impor- 
‘tant effe&t of miffionary labors, 
* 1 find that the people, in almoft 
* every confiderable fettlement, ae 
* calculating and preparing for the 
‘ eftablifhment of gofpel means a- 
* mong themfelves, and in feveral 
* places have already effeéted it.” 
** Since I have been on miffion- 
‘ ary ground, I have preached be- 
‘ tween 50 and Gotimes ; admin- 
* iftered gofpcl ordinances repeat- 
‘ edly ; vifited the fick and perfons 


I find | 


The above is all the information 
the Truftees have to communicate 
refpecting mifhons to the weftern 
part of New-York ftate; except 


that Mr Willifton (till continues in 


the fervice of the Society for a 
part of the time ; the remainder he 


{pends at Lifle, fupported by the 
_ people of that place. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 
| 





Mr. Fames W. Woodward, a 
candidate for the miniftry, has re- 
cently entered on a miffion of four 
months to the Black river fettle- 
ments. 

Other miflionarics will be fent 
to New-York fate in the courfe of 
the prefent year. 

An account of miffions to the 
Rtateof Vermont will next be given. 

The Rev. David Huntington 
returned in March aft from a tour 
of 22 weeks to the northern coun- 
tics of the ftates of Vermont and 
New-York. He went up the 
weft fide of Vermont,  crof- 
fed lake Champlain and having 
fpent fome time in the northern 
part of New-York, returned into 
Vermont, crofled the ftate and 
came down the eaft fide. The 
following is extraéted from his 


f under conviction ; and attended | journal: “ I have endeavored, and 
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‘hope by the help of a moft Mr. Huntington's remarks ref. 
« merciful God, I have been cna- | pecting the religious ftate of the 
© bled in fome meafure to be faith- | country which he vifited, evinee 
‘ ful to the facred truft repofed in | that there is a great call for mif- 
¢me. Through the wonderful | fionary labors. The hbarveft is 
‘goodnefs of God, I have been | great and the laborers few. The 
‘ highly favored with the kindnefs | people are much divided in their 
“and attention of the people in al- | religious fentiments ; owing to the 
* moft every place that I have vifit- | want of regular inftrudtioa, and to 
‘ed. I have preached 120 times | the influence of falfe teachers who 
‘inthe whole. I vifited and con- | ate creepingin unawares, and dif- 
‘ verfed with the people, and alfo | feminating the baneful poifon of 
«the fchools as frequently as I ; error. The towns are faft filling 
‘could in the intervals between | up with inhabitants ; and as they 
¢ {ct feafons of public worfhip. I | come from different places they 
‘ often attended conferences in the , bring with them different cuftoms, 
“evening, and from the ftricteft | and a confiderable time muft ne- 
‘obfervation and my own experi- | ceffarily elapfe before they can af- 
‘ence, I muft fay, that thofe more , fimilate and unite in any important 
‘ private and occafional religious | object. Hence the urgent necefli- 
‘ exereifes have been, and if rightly | ty of their being vifited by judi- 
‘ managed in future may ftill be of | cious and pious miffionaries, to ine 
‘ incalculable fpiritual profit to ma- , {truét them in the great doctrines 
‘ny precious and immortal fouls. | and duties of religion ; and to lead 
* God has given me opportunity, | them, when they fhall have ability 
‘and made me inftrumental to , to the regular eftablifhment of gof- 
‘gather and form two churches, : pel worfhip and ordinances. 

‘ one in York ftate, confifting of | (To be continued. ) 

‘14, the other in Vermont, con- | 
‘ fifting of 10 members. I bapti- | 4 Conftitution for the Miffonary 
‘zed 17 children and one adult. | Society, in the County of Hamp- 
‘ The whole has been a fcene of | hire, in the Commonwealth of 
‘mercy, in which the Lord has | Maffachufetts. . 
‘ given me fure teftimonials that | I. HE name and ftyle of the 
‘ he owns the caufe of miflions for | Miffionary Society fhall 
‘the propagation of the gofpel as | be the Hamp/bire Miffionary Society. 
‘his own caufe, and will fupport | IL. The great obje& and bufi- 
‘it. The gratitude and thanks of | nefs of the Saciany: fhall be to pro- 
‘ the people, which they expreffed | mote the preaching and propaga- 
‘ in public by manual votes, by let- | tion of the gofpel of Jefus Chrift 
‘ters which they wrote, and as | among the inhabitants of the new- 
‘ individuals in a more private way, | fettlements of the United States 
‘to the Mifhonary Society and all | and the aboriginal natives of this 
* thofe of the ftate of Conneéticut, | continent. 

‘ who have combined influence and | III. The fociety in future fhall 
‘ intereft to fupply them with the or may confift of members of the 
‘preaching of the gofpel in the _ following defcriptions and qualifi- 
‘new fettlements, 1 cannot give | cations, that is to fay, of all the 
“a full idea of. Their {trong and | congregational and prefbyterian 
‘ grateful emotions were often wit- | minifters of churches in the coun- 
* nefled with many tears.” ‘ty of Hampthire : Of one dele- 
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gate from each church of the con- 
gregational and prefbyterian de- 
nominations in the county, to be 
annually chofen for the purpofe ; 
Of each and every perfon refiding 
either in or out of the county who 
hath fubfcribed or thal! fubfcribe 
and pay to the ufe of the fociety, 
Ten Dollars, and he fhall contin- 
ue a member during the term of 
feven years, and ever after, fo 
fong as he fal] annually in the 
month of January pay the fum of 
Two Dollars tothe ufe of the fo- 
ciety : Of each and every per- 
fon refiding in or out of the coun- 
ty, who hath fubfcribed or fhall 
fubfcribe and make himfelf ac- 
countable to the fociety for the fum 
of Two Dollars to, be paid annu- 
ally in the month of January for 
{even years, and he fliall continue 
amember during the term of feven 
years and ever after fo long as he 
fhall annually in the month of Jan- 
vary pay tothe ufeof the fociety 
the fum of Two Dollars. The 
claim of fabfcribers to be confid- 
ered as members fhall be afcertain- 
ed from the books of the Record- 
ing Secretary kept in fuch manner 
asthe Truftees fhall direét, and 
exhibited at each meeting of the 
fociety. And any perfon, who 
may be of peculiar advantage to 
the fociety, may be made a mem- 
ber by a major vote at any meeting 
after having his name entered as a 
candidate for admifiion at a previ- 
ous mecting. 

IV. ‘There thal! be holden an- 
nuaily at Northampzon, in faid 
county, a meeting of the fociety 
onthe Thurfday of the week ap- 
pointed by law for the holding of 
tie Court of Common Pleas, in 
the month of Auguft, at two 
o’clock P. M. for the purpofe of 
choofing by ballot a Prefident. a 
Vice-Prefident, a Treafcurer, a Re- 
cording Secretary, a Correfpond- 
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ing Secretary, and twelve Truft. 
ees, of whom the Prefident and 
Vice-Prefident fhall be two, and 
fix of them fhall be minifters of 
the gofpel and fix laymen ; and of 
choofing any other neceffary off- 
cer :—Receiving the reports of 
the Truftees and other officers :— 
Forming rules and giving dire¢tion 
to their officers :—And tranfa@ting 
all other matters advantageous to 
the interefts of the fociety. 

The fociety fhall have power to 
alter the time and place of hold- 
ing the annual meeting. All the 
annual officers fhall continue in of- 
fice until others fhall be chofen to 
fucceed them. And the Truftees, 
at leaft fourteen days previous to 
any meeting of the fociety, fhall 
give public notice of the time and 
place of holding fuch meeting. 
And the members who fhall con- 
vene, one of the Truftces, or the 
Treafurer, or either of the Sec- 
retaries being prefent, fhall con- 
ftitute a quorum for doing bufinefs. 

V. The bulinefs and powers of 
the Truftees fhal] be to appoint for 
themfelves a Prefident protempore, 
in the abfence of the Prefident and 
Vice-Pre fident,—to form rules for 
the government of their meetings 
and proceedings—-to appoint a 
Treafurer, a Recording Secretary 
or Correfponding Secretary, in 
cafe of the non-acceptance, death 
or removal or incapacity of fuch 


officer, to ferve until the next 


meeting of the Society—to call for 
the attendance of the Secrctaries 
who fhall officially act for the board 


! of Truftees—to call for the at- 


tendance of the Treafurer, who 
when required fhall exhibit to them 
his books and accounts, fhall re- 
ceive of them fuch direétions as 
they fhall give, and fhall receipt 
and account for all the fums of 
money committed to him by the 
Truftces, and. pay the fame to 
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them or their order—to manage 
and economically improve and ap- 
ply the monies, and other proper- 
ty and eftate of the fociety—to ap- 
point, contract with, fend out, di- 
rect, recal and pay miflionaries, 
catechifts and fchoolmafters, as 
fhall beft anfwer the defign ef the 
inftitution—to purchafe and dif- 
perfe among the Indians and the 
inhabitants of the new-fettlements, 
copies of the holy bible, and oth- 
er pious and Chriftian writings, 
and neceffary {chool-books—to ap- 
point fuch fubordinate officers and 
agents as fhall be neceffary in man- 
aging the interefts and property of 
the fociety—to maintain a diligent 
and friendly correfpondence with 
other Miffionary Societies—to cail 
{pecial meetings of the fociety up- 
on emergent occafions—and to do 
every other thing conformably to 
the general direétions of the foci- 
ety and the firft principles of the 
inftitution as expreffed in the fec- 
ond article of this Conftitution, 
which fhall be advantageous to the 
propagation of the gofpel of Chrift. 

The truftees fhall meet twice in 
each year and as much oftener as 
they find neceffary, and feven 
members at any meeting fhall be a 
quorum for doing bufinefs. 

VI. The Truftees fhall report 
to the Society at every annual 
meeting their doings the preceding 
year, and propefe fuch meafures as 
they fhall judge to be ufeful to the 
Society. 

VII. The Society fhall annual- 
ly appoint a Committee to exam- 
ine the accounts of the Treafurer, 
and make a repert of the ftate of 
the treafury at the next annual 
meeting. 

VIII. Any amendment may be 
made to this Conftitution, provided 
it be propofed in writing at an an- 
nual meeting of the Society, and 
adopted at a fubfequent meeting by 
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two thirds of the members prefent. 
IX. The officers of the Sociéty 
in the firft inftance fhall be chofen 
by the Convention by whom this 
Conititution is ratified. 

The above Conftitution was paf- 
fed and ratified as the Confti- 
tution of the Hamp/bire Mif- 

fronary Society. 
Sam’! Hopkins, Vice-Prefid. 
Attelt Enoch Hale, Sect’y. 


The officers of the Hamp/bire 
Miffionary Society, appointed by the 
Convention to ferve until, the an- 
nual meeting in Auguft next, are 

His Excellency 
Cares Stronc, Efq. Prefident. 
Rev. Sam’: Hopkins, Vice-Preft. 

Hon. John Hattings, Efq. 

Rev. Jofeph Lathrop, p. p. 

Hon. Ebenezer Hunt, Efq. 

Rev. Jofeph Lyman, pb. p. 

Juftin Ely, Efg. 

Rev. Solomon Williams, 

William Billings, Efg. 

Rey. David Parfons, ». p. 

Charles Phelps, Efq. 

Rev. Rich’d S. Storrs, Truftees. 
Ruggles Woodbridge, Efq. Trea- 
furer. 

Rev. Enoch Hale, Correfponding 
Secretary. 

Rey. Samuel Taggart, Recording 
Secretary. 

Subfcription papers for obtaining 
monies for the funds of the Socie- 
ty are lodged with each Minifter 
inthe County, and in vacant pare 
ifhes with the Senior Deacon; to 
which the attention and patronage 
of the liberal approvers of the de- 
fign are folicited. 





QUESTION. 
An explanation is requelted of 
2 Corinthians, i. 9. “ But we had 
the fentence of death in ourfelves, 
that we fhould not truft in our- 
felves, but in God who raifeth the 
dead.”’ 
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Further account of the fales, °c. of the firft twelve numbers of the Con. 
nefticut Evangelical Magazine, to the end of the year 1801. 


Number on hand, Jane zoth, 1301, as per laft ftatement, 2034 

OF thefe there have been fold, - . 1739 

Given gtatis to fubfcribers, 37 

On hand at prefent, - 253 2034 
Dolls. Cts. 

Profits to the inftitution by laft ftatement, ening 1759 60 

Avails of Magazines fince fold, = - 220 50 

Expenfes for poftage, &c. . - 10 6% 


2 


Profits fince laft fettlement, 210 43} 


Amount of profits to the prefect time, 970 034 
wees § 


oe ee 





Of the above amount of profits there is now 

due from fubfcribers, - - - 458 14 
Paid by the publithers July 8th, 1801, - 1000 
Czth now in the hands of the publiihers, 611 93% 


———— 1970 o7f 





The above fum of 611 Dollars 93% Cents, was paid, January 6th, 
1802, to the Committee appointed by the Truftees of the Mifhonary 
Society of Connecticut, to receive the fame, and by {aid Committee 
paid to the Treafurer of the Society, as per the Treafurer’s reccipt, as 
follows : 

Hartford, January 6th, 1802. 

Received from the Hon. John Treadwell, Rev. Nathan Strong and 
Abel Fiint, Committee of the Truftees of the Mifionary Socicty of 
ConneSicut, the fum of Six Hundred Eleven Doltars and 93% Cents, 
for which I am accountable as ‘T'rcafmer of the Miffionary Society, 
having given a duplicate of this receipt therefor 5 it being avails of the 
Conneéticut Evangelical Magazine. 

A. Kinossury. 


Donaticns to the Miffionary Society of Conneticut. 

4 Dolls. Cts. 
Avails of Connc@icut Evangelical Magazine, - - G68t 935 
From Rev. David Higgins, contributed in New fettlements, 19 66 

Rev. Jedidiah Bufhnell, - Do. - - 49 27 

Rev. fob Swift, - . - Do. . ° ” 18 

Rev. Lathrop Thompfon, Vermont, 7 

A friend of Miffions, ° “ 2 


-Erratum. Jn the lif of names at the end of the letter from Londeu, 
page 312, for Wa. Hers, read Wm.. Arers. ; . 





